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THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  JEIWADE 


THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  I96O. 


Mr«  Chairman*  Ladies  and  Gentlemen* 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  i960* 


LOCAL  HEALTH  (lQ6Q>) 

17  Q7nhLe?JSaied-,?°|))Sati0n  ?f  I)e5wade  District  declined  from 
il’?  m I959  to  17,870  in  i960.  The  corrected  hirth  rate 
lb .4  was  lower  than  that  of  England  and  Wales  (17.1)  while  the 
rate  (10.6)  was  also  lower  than  that  of  England 
ales  (11,5).  The  infant  mortality  rate  was  11.8  and 
compared  very  favourably  with  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a 
whole  i.e.  21«7  (a  new  low  record) . 

Among  the. communicable  diseases,  dysentery  and  measles 
appeared  in  epidemic  form;  otherwise  the  health  of  the  district 
remained  generally  satisfactory. 


School  Immunisations, 


The  periodic  "prick"  by  the  school  medical  officer  is 
fast  becoming  accepted  as  a routine  item  in  the  activities 
of  the  tern  rather  than  an  annual  black  day  tolerated  by 
pupils  and  teachers  alike. 


Primary  inoculations  and  boosters  for  diphtheria, 
poliomyelitis  and  tetanus  together  with  skin  tests  and  B.C.G. 
vaccinations  have  been  established  as  preventive  measures  in 
schools  for  many  years  to  come.  Something  approaching  7,000 
single  injections  were  given  in  the  63  schools  of  Area  5 last 
year.  The  inconvenience  caused  to  teachers  and  their  classes  / 
by  this  work  is  not  inconsiderable.  Our  primary  schools,  in 
particular,  were  never  intended  as  locales  for  these 
demonstrations  of  scientific  achievement.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  when  the- new  primary  schools  materialise  proper 
provision  will  be  made  permitting  pupils  to  face  official 
visitors  in  privacy  without  causing  complete  disruption  of 
school  routine.  Head  teachers  shewed  remarkable  forbearance 
when  their  schools  were  constantly  used  as  vaccination 
centres  during  the  anti-poliomyelitis  campaign. 


The  other  problem  is  the  attitude  of  the  pupils  towards 
immunisation  sessions.  The  younger  children  are  delightfully 
calm  and  co-operative;  the  "prick"  is  merely  a punctuation 
mark  in  the  chatter  about  holidays  or  presents.  Tears  are 
quite  exceptional  and  are  shed  on  occasions  by  those 
disappointed  because  they  are  NOT  on  the  list.  How  pleasant 
to  work  with  children  who  have  learnt  to  be  sensible  about  it 
alii  Unfortunately,  this  bright  scene  unaccountably  darkens 
when  it  is  staged  in  the  Secondaiy  Modem  School* 

Does  failure  in  the  "eleven-plus"  signify  loss  of 
confidence  and  self-control  in  all  difficult  situations? 

Why  must  older  school-children  delight  in  creating  unnecessary 
apprehension  in  their  school  friends?  Remembering  his  time  in 
the  Services  does  Dad  tell  Doreen  and  Dan  about  his  ''appalling 
experiences"  when  he  found  himself  on  the  inoculation  conveyor- 
belt?  There  must  be  some  explanation  for  the  reluctant 
arrival  of  these  pupils  in  a state  of  quivering  unwillingness; 
appearing,  as  the  nurse  remarked,  not  in  the  order  of  inclina- 
tion but  disinclination. 


How  can  these  children  become  self-confident  and  learn 
self-control?  It  is  very  hard  to  find  an  answer  to  this 
problem.  The  emotional  relationship  between  the  majority  of 
parents  and  teenage  children  is  so  often  charged  with  parental 
anxiety  and  a hypercritical  attitude  on  both  sides,  that 
teenage  self-confidence  is  difficult  to  acquire  at  home;  - 
failure  in  the  eleven-plus  doesn't  help  the  situation.  Further- 
more , there  are  still  plenty  of  parents  who  instinctively  over-r 
protect  their  children  when  they  could  render  them  a far  greater 
service  by  helping  them  to  face  reality  with  courage.  It  is 
also  doubtful  whether  the  relationship  between  teacher  and 
teenage  pupil  can  be  depended  upon  to  create  self-confidence  in 
the  child. 
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It  must  now  be  said  that  there  are  senior  schools  where 
the  self-control  and  good  manners  of  the  pupils  are  a 
pleasure  to  medical  workers. 


Poliomyelitis, 


The  following  figures 

show  the  decline  in  notifications 

of  poliomyelitis  in  England  and  7/ales 
years: 

during  the  past  four 

Year 

Cases 

Deaths 

1957 

4,481 

226 

1958 

1,992 

129 

1959 

1,022 

91 

I960 

528 

36  (uncorrected) 

A study  of  the  incidence  of  poliomyelitis  in  the 
vaccinated  and  the  unvaccinated  population  (under  15  years) 
for  the  year  1959  has  “brought  the  following  facts  to  light: 

(a)  The  incidence  of  poliomyelitis  was  16,9  per  100,000 

in  the  unvaccinated  compared  with  2,7  in  the  vaccinated, 

(b)  The  success  of  vaccine  in  preventing  paralysis  has 
been  confirmed;  the  rate  for  paralytic  polio  in  the 
unvaccinated  was  12, 2' while  the  corresponding  figure 
for  the  vaccinated  was  1,8, 

(c)  The  risk  of  contracting  paralytic  poliomyelitis 
diminishes  with  each  dose  of  the  three-dose  course  of 
vaccine. 


In  Area  5 the  approximate  vaccination  rate  of  school 
children  is  90%:  the  number  of  pre-school  children  vaccinated 
is  as  high  as  can  be  expected  in  any  voluntary  system  of 
vaccination.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  estimated  that  the 
vaccination  rate  of  young  adults  is  no  more  than  40 fo. 


Detsmls  of  vaccinations  carried  out  since  the  vaccination 
scheme  was  introduced  five  years  ago  are  shown  in  Table  20  in 
the  appendix  to  this  Report. 


Tetanus  Immunisation  (Area  5) 


Routine  tetanus  immunisation  of  children  continued 
throughout  I960,  1,823  primary  immunisations  (three  injec- 

tions) and  56  booster  doses  were  given  to  school  children. 
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Primary  immuni  sat  ions  of  infants  were  maintained  at  a high 
level.  Many  employees  of  local  councils  (particularly  those 
at  special  risk)  were  included  in  immunisation  programmes. 


Particulars  of  all  tetanus  immunisations  carried  out 
during  the  period  1958  to  i960  are  shown  in  Table  22  of  the 
appendix  to  this  Report. 


Attention  must  again  he  drawn  to  the  lav  position  of 
tetanus  in  relation  to  the  Incidence  and  death  rates  of  the 
more  serious  diseases.  In  the  administrative  county  of 
Norfolk  there  were  only  two  cases  of  tetanus  in  I960;  true 
to  the  expected  fifty  per  cent  fatability  rate,  one  of  these 
was  fatal. 


Influenza  Vaccines. 


1.  Modem  techniques  have  improved  influenza  vaccines  and 
they  are  reasonably  safe:  troublesome  reactions  may 
occur  in  those  allergic  to  the  protein  in  the  vaccine. 


2.  The.  protective  efficiency  of  an  influenza  vaccine  i3 
.'about  60  per  cent. 


3.  The  duration  of  immunity  given  by  vaccination  is  seldom 
more  than  one  year. 

4.  The  best  time  for  vaccination  for  preventing  winter 
influenza  is  the  latter  part  of  the  preceding  autumn, 
providing  always  that  the  vaccine  contains  the  strain 
of  virus  implicated  in  the  anticipated  outbreak. 


5*  The  prediction  of  influenza  outbreaks  cannot  be  made  with 
certainty  and  there  is  always  the  possibility  that  new 
variants  of  the  virus  may  make  the  pre-existing  vaccines 
ineffective, 

6,  There  is  still  uncertainty  about  the  best  use  of  influenza 
vaccines  apart  from  the  fact  that  there  are  persons 
suffering  from  certain  diseases  and  disabilities  whose 
lives  might  be  greatly  endangered  by  an  added  influenzal 
infection. 


Radiography  Surveys  and  Vaccination 

in  the  Control  of  Tuberculosis  (Area  5) 


The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  a number  of  towns  and 
villages  in  Area  5 during  the  year.  The  object  in  visiting 
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villages  was  to  determine  to  what  extent  small  rural  communi- 
ties (hitherto  omitted  from  surveys)  contribute  to  the 
general  tubercular  infection  rate  of  local  populations. 
Results  suggest  that  villages  contribute  no  more  and  no  less 
than  the  larger  centres. 


The  response  to  appeals  for  volunteers  for  X-ray  was  very 
satisfactory;  3>5H  chest  X-rays  were  carried  out.  Three 
active  cases  of  lung  tuberculosis  were  detected  and  seven 
cases  were  recommended  for  Chest  Clinic  observation.  Eleven 
inactive  post-primary  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  found  and 
the  recorded  number  of  other  diseases  and  abnormalities  was 
fifty.  Included  in  "other  diseases"  was  one  case  of  lung 
cancer. 


The  mass  radiography  scheme  is  valuable  in  bringing  to 
light  symptomless  cases  both  of  tuberculosis  and  malignant 
disease  of  the  lung. 


As  in  previous  years  skin  testing  of  children  aged  13+ 
was  carried  out  in  senior  schools  to  detect  those  who  had  had 
some  contact  with  the  germ  of  tuberculosis  during  their  lives. 
Such  contact  gives  a naturally  acquired  protection.  However, 
there  is  always  some  suspicion  that  a very  strong  reaction  to 
the  test  suggests  the  presence  of  an  active  tubercular  lesion^ 
strong  reactors  are  therefore  advised  to  have  a chest  X-ray 
as  a precaution. 


Modem  methods  of  treatment  and  prevention  have  produced 
a steady  decline  in  the  national  incidence  of  tuberculosis  5 it 
is  logical,  therefore,  to  look  forward  to  a similar  decline  in 
the  percentage  of  "positive  reactors"  to  the  skin  test.  In 
1959  the  national  figure  f or %"positive  reactors"  amongst  school 
children  aged  13+ , was  17/^.  In  Area  5 the  percentage  during 
the  past  4 years  is  as  follows 

1957  34% 

1958  30 $> 

1959  21 io 

1960  1% 

Once  the  results  of  the  (tuberculin)  skin  test  are  known 
vaccination  of  those  children  showing  no  result  from  the  skin 
test  ("negative  reactors")  is  carried  out  with  the  consent  of 
parents.  The  response  of  parents  to  the  offer  of  this 
vaccination  ("B.C.G")  is  reasonably  good,  but  the  acceptance 
rate  (64%  in  i960)  is  not  as  high  as  the  rate  for  protective 
injections  provided  for  school  children  against  other  diseases. 


Food  Hygiene. 


Food  poisoning  incidents  increase  each  year  in  England 
and  Wales,  in  1959  there  were  7>84 6 recorded  incidents.  Certain 
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foods  are  rarely  implicated  in  the  outbreaks;  other  foods  are 
frequently  involved.  Stringent  hygienic  control  of  potentially 
dangerous  foods  under  trained  supervisors  (from  production  to 
special'  retail  premises)  might  be  a policy  in  the  future.  The 
vast  amount  of  effort  and  legislation  which  has  given  us  clean 
milk  could  cover  a wider  field.  We  have  a Dangerous  Drugs  Act, 
why  not  a ‘Dangerous"  Foods  Act? 


Council  Housing. 

■ • ; > ’ )j  ; 

Tree  felling  demands  tree  planting.  The  great  obstacle 
to  quick  slum  clearance  is  the  need  for  building  replacement 
to  re-house  persons  displaced  from  unfit  houses.  Demolition 
and  re-building  are  as  inseparable  as  ways  and  means. 


Imported  Disease. 

As  international  transport  is  speeded  up  we  become  more 
vulnerable  to  imported  disease.  Typhoid  fever  may  not  be  very 
prevalent  but  no  less  than  one  third  of  the  cases  notified  in 
this  country  in  1959  occurred  in  patients  who  contracted  the 
disease  while  abroad.  In  this  connection  the  official  memorandum 
•'Notice  to  Travellers"  which  advises  on  vaccination  against  the 
enteric  fevers  assumes  a special  importance. 


A further  aspect  of  imported  disease,  is  the  danger  of  the 
introduction  of  tuberculosis  (and  other  diseases)  by  immigrants 
reaching'  the  shores  of  this  county.  This  is  a problem  which 
-is  receiving  attention  not  only  from  the  medical  profession 
but  also  from  interested  authorities  such  as  the  Rural  District 
Councils’  Association, 


Old  Age, 


At  the  present  time  persons  aged  65  years  and  over  amount 
to  nearly  12  per  cent,  of  the  total  population  of  England  and 
Wales;  of  these  nearly  half  a million  are  house-bound  through 
infirmity.  . The  need  for  purpose-designed  houses  for  the 
elderly,  incorporated  within  housing  estates,  is.  greater  than 
ever. 
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II,  STAFF 


Mr*  F.C.  Weeks,  M.R.S.I, , A.M.I.S.E,  , continued  duty 
to  your  Council  throughout  the  year  and  the  post  of 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  was  occupied  by 
Mr.  D.E,  Coldham,  C.S.I.B, 


in.  VITAL  STATISTICS 

(a)  Population 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  population  of 
Depwade  Rural  District,  in  i960,  at  17 >870  compared  with 

17,920  in  1959- 


(b)  Births 

There  were  255  live  births  recorded  during  the  year; 
135  boys  and  122  girls.  The  crude  birth  rate  was  14*3 
compared  with  12*9  in  1959* 


(c)  Deaths 

Deaths  numbered  24O  compared  with  223  in  1959?  the 
crude  death  rate  -was,  therefore,  13*4  compared  with  12*4 
in  1959*  There  were  only  11  deaths  of  persons  under  51- 
years  of  age.  The  greatest  number  of  deaths  occurred  in 
the  age  group  80-90  (85  deaths) ; in  the  age  group  70 -80 
there  were  75  deaths;  there  were  14  deaths  between  the  ages 
90  -ICO. 

The  principal  cause  of  death  was  from  diseases  of  the 
heart  and  circulation  (132).  Cancer  accounted  for  42  deaths 
influenza,  19;  there  were  9 deaths  from  accidents  of  which  3 
were  caused  by  motor  vehicle  accidents. 

(d)  Comparability  Factor 

The  comparability  factor  makes  an  approximate  allowance 
for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the 
local  population  differs'  from  that  of  England  and  Wales  as 
a whole.  Allowing  for  this  factor  the  adjusted  birth  rate 
for  Depwade  District  thus  becomes  16. 4 compared  with  17.1 
for  England  and  Yi/ales  and  the  death  rate  10.6  compared  with 
11.5  for  England  and  Wales. 


(e)  Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  for  Depwade  District  (deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  live  births)  was  11*8, 
compared  vrith  a rate  of  21.7  lor  England  and  Wales.  Of  the 
three  infant  deaths  two  were  caused  by  lung  disease  and  one 
death  was  the  result  of  prematurity. 


IV,  COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 

(a)  Two  hundred  and  seventy-one  cases  of  communicable 
diseases  we re  notified  by  general  practitioners  during  I960* 
One  hundred  and  twenty-three  of  these  notifications  were 
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dysentery,  one  hundred  and  nine  measles,  eleven  whooping- 
cough,  nine  scarlet  fever  and  fifteen  cases  of  pneumonia. 
There  were  no  hotifications ’ of  diphtheria,  poliomyelitis, 
infective  jaundice,  or  food  poisoning. 


(h)  Diphtheria. 

Occasional  small  outbreaks  continue  to  occur  in  the 
more  heavily  populated  areas  of  England  and  Wales  indicating 
the  necessity  for  a high  immunisation  rate  in  the  .community. 
The  national  immunisation  rate  for  pre-school  children  is 
approximately  56  per  cent.  The  immunisation  rate  in  Area  5 
compares  favourably  with  this  figure  and  lies  between  80 
and  90  per  cent.  Booster  doses  given  to  school  children  in 
Area  5 la  I960  were  double  the  average  figure  for  previous 
years  (1,233  inoculations);  the  back-log  caused  by.  the  anti- 
poliomyelitis campaign  has  now  been  made  up. 


(c)  Dysentery 

The  123  cases  notified  were  a continuation  of  the 
epidemic  which  began  in  the  autumn  of  1959  and  extended  into 
the  first  quarter  of  I96O;  this  epidemic  (Long  Stratton  area) 
was  reported  on  in  the  1959  Annual  Report. 

It  may  again  be  said  that  the  spread  of  this  disease 
is  often  related  to  defects  in  the  personal  hygiene  practices 
of  those  who  are  infected  and  of  their  immediate  contacts; 
experience  has  shown  that  hand  carriage  is  the  main  factor 
in  transmission. 

(d)  Scarlet  Fever 

Nine  cases  were  notified.  As  in  previous  years  this 
disease  continued  to'  appear  in  its  mild  form.  Control 
measures  against  contacts  are  carried  out  particularly  if 
food  handlers  are  involved. 


(e)  Who oping-c  ough 

We  have  now  built  up  a large  population  of  immunised 
children  with  a high  degree  of  protection  consequently 
whooping-cough  notifications  have  declined  considerably  in 
recent  years.  There  were  eleven  notifications  from  Depwade 
District  in  i960. 


(f )  Poliomyelitis 

There  have  been  no  recorded  cases  in  Depwade  District 
since  1957  when  there  was  one  case.  The  total  number  of 
primary  immunisations  given  to  children  in  Area  5 from  1956 
to  i960  is  8,174?  in  addition  total  booster  doses  are 
recorded  at  7 >180  (the  child  population  of  Area  5 is 
approximately  9>000), 


(g)  Tuberculosis 

In  England  and  Wales  the  fall  in  the  number  of  annual 
deaths  from  tuberculosis  continues.  Since  1950  the  death 
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rate  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  has  fallen  by  79  per 
cent.  Living  conditions  of  notified  cases  are  investigated; 
contacts  of  cases  are  offered  chest  X-ray  examination  and 
vaccination  is  given  where  necessary.  Control  measures 
within  the  community  included  mass  radiography  and  B.C.G, 
vaccination  of  school  leavers  (13+)  where  a tuberculin  test 
shows  this  to  be  advisable. 

The  number  of  new  lung  cases  notified  in  Depwade  District 
in  I960  was  three  and  of  these,  two  were  detected  during  mass 
radiography  surveys;  three  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  also  notified, 

(h)  Cancer 


The  number  of  cancer  deaths  in  Depwade  District  was  42 
compared  with  32  in  195 9 1 or  17*5  per  cent  of  the  total 
deaths.  During  the  past  five  years  the  average  number  of 
deaths  from  cancer  is  35*  Of  the  total  cancer  deaths,  five 
were  caused  by  cancer  of  the  lung  (four  in  1959)?  of  these, 
four  wore  males  and  there  was  one  female  death.  The  national 
deaths  from  lung  cancer  continue  ±0  rise. 


V.  HOUSING 


Details  of  action  under  this  heading  are  contained  in 
the  appended  Reports  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor, 

No  new  Council  houses  were  built  in  I960  but  your 
Council  gave  approval  for  the  provision  of  twenty-two  new 
bungalows  for  housing  elderly  people. 

The ^policy  of  improving  pre-war  Council  houses  by 
providing  modern  sanitation  and  proper  drainage  continued 
throughout  the  year. 


VI*  WATER  SUPPLIES 


Bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  of  your  Council's 
water  supplies  continued  to  give  satisfactory  results  throughout 
the  year. 

Further  information  under  this  heading  is  contained  in 
the  Engineer  and  Surveyor's  Report  (appended). 


VII.  SEWAGE  DISK) SAL  SCHEMES 


Your  Council's  attention  has  been  given  to  the  provision 
of  sewage  disposal  plants  for  small  centres  of  population 
consisting  for  the  most  part  of  Council  Estate  property. 
During  the  year  work  began  on  sewerage  schemes  at  Alburgh 
and  Fomcett.  Schemes  in  preparation  for  execution  in  1961 
were  those  at  Earsham  and  Tibenham;  also  the  duplication 
works  at  Long  Stratton,  Other  projects  under  consideration 
include  sewerage  schemes  at  Pulham  Market,  Pulham  St.  Many 
and  Brockdish, 


PERSONAL 


I wish  to  thank  the  Chaiiman  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Council, 
and  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for 
their  continued  support,  kindness  and  encouragement.  I wish  also 
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to  thank  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  Council  staff,  and 
the  Clerical  staff  at  the  Health  Office,  Norwich,  for  the 
efficient'  and  generous  help  they  have  given  me  throughout  the 
year. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Chaiiman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


Y/.3.  Holmes 


Local  Health  Office, 
Aspland  Read, 
Norwich. 
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DEPWADE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Table  1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


■ ■■■  ■ ■■  --■■■ — — - ■ — ■■  — 

Area  (in  acres)  79*740 

Estimated  Resident  Population  17 >870 

Rateable  Value  £104,650 

Sum  produced  by  a Penny  Rate  £399 


Table  2,  LIVE  BIRTHS 


Males 

Females 

— , 

Total 

Legitimat  e 

128 

- 115 

245  | 

Illegitimate 

5 

7 

12 

Totals 

133 

122 

255 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  Resident 
Po  pula  t i on  = 14*3 


Table  5.  STILL  BIRTHS 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

1 

Males  j Females 

Total 

, i , 

1 1 1 

6 

Totals 

3 ; 3 

6 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births:  23.0 


Table  4.  TOTAL  BIRTHS 


Males  i Females 

Tot  V 

Live  133  j 122 

Still  | 3 | 3 

255 

6 

Totals  j 136  j 125 

261 

Table  5.  DEPART  DEATHS 

(a)  Infant  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year) 


3 : — 

Males 

Females 



Total 

■ 

Legitimate  j 3 

Illegitimate  ‘ 

- 

3 

i — , 

Totals  . . . j 3 j 

3 

Infant  Mortality  Rates  per  1,000  live  births: 

Total  =11.8 

Legitimate  = 12,3  (per  1,000  legitimate  births) 

Illegitimate  = 0.0  (per  1*000  illegitimate  births) 


(»)  Ssajhtal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  during  first  four 

weeks) 


Males 

Females  j Total' 

Legitimate 

2 

r 

1 

Illegitimate 

i 2 

i - 

Heo  Natal  Mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  . 7.8 


(o)  ~rly  Heo-ilatal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  infants  under  1 week) 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

L 

Males 

j Females 

Total 

! 

1 

- 

2 

1 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  - 7.8 

(d)  — -lmtal  Morta1itv  (Still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week) 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

_ J 

5 

3 

8 

Perinatal  Mortality  rate  (per  1,000  total  birth.)"  . 30.6 
Table  6.  ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS 

Males  -5  Females  -7  Total  - 12  - 4-7^  of  Total 

Live  Lirths 

Table  7.  SrmALDffllHS  (including  abortion)  - NIL 
Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births  = 0.0 

Table.  8.  DEATHS  (All  ages) 


Males 

Females 

Total 

118 

122 

240 

Grade  Death  Date  per  1,000  of  estimated  Resident  Population  - y.4 
Table  9#  of  death  of  ihfatits  uhder  otto 


Table  10,  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  DEATHS  RECEIVED  DURING  THE  YEAR  * 

('According  to  Age  Groups) 


Hales 

Females 

Total 

' 

Under  1 year 

3 

3 

1 

and  under  5 

_ 

,NM 

5 

ii  it 

10 

— 

10 

t»  11 

20 

20 

11  11 

30 

1 

1 

30 

IT  II 

40 

. 2 

2 

40 

II  t! 

50 

4 

1 

5 

50 

II  II 

60 

7 

11 

18 

60 

IT  II 

70 

20 

17 

37 

70 

II  It 

80 

42 

53 

75 

80 

II  II 

90 

38 

47 

85 

90 

II  II 

100 

2 

12 

14 

100 

and  over 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

118 

122  ■ 

240 

Table  11,  CAUSE  OF  TOTAL  DEATHS  (Registrar  - General) 


Cause 



teles 

Females 

1 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory. 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other. 

- 

- 

- 

3*  Syphilitic  disease. 

- 

2 

2 

4.  Diphtheria. 

- 

- 

- 

5,  7/hooping  Cough. 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infection. 

- 

- 

- 

7*  Acute  poliomyelitis. 

- 

- 

- 

8.  Measles. 

- 

- 

_ f 

9*  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases. 

- 

- 

10,  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach. 

1 

3 

4 

11*  Malignant. neoplasm*  lung,  bronchus. 

4 

l 

5 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast. 

- 

3 

3 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

5 

5 

14*  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms. 

15 

■10 

25 

15.  Leukemia,  Aleukemia, 

- 

1 

1 

16,  Diabetes, 

- 

- 

- 

17*  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

14 

21 

35 

18,  Coronary  disease,  angina. 

22 

15 

37 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

2 

3 

5 

20*  Other  heart  diseases. 

18 

22 

40 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases. 

6 

O 

s 

15 

22.  Influenza, 

- 

- 

- 

23.  Pneumonia. 

8 

11 

19 

24.  Bronchitis, 

5 

- 

5 

25*  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system. 

1 

1 

2 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

1 

1 

2 

27,  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea. 

1 

- 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 

- 

- 

— 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate. 

5 

- 

5 i 

30,  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion. 

Mi 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations. 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 

12 

6 

18 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

3 

ip 

3 

34*  All  other  accidents. 

— 

6 

6 

35*  Suicide, 

... 

2 

2 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  War. 

- 

Totals 

118 

122 

0 

■'3- 

<M 

Table  12.  SUMMARY  OF  BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES 


1954 

| 1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

I960 

! Live  Births  (per  1,000  pop) 

(273) 
15.0 
! 13.4 
15*2 

(263) 

14.4 

14.3 

15.0 

(263) 

14.6 
14.2 

15.7 

(229) 

12.7 

13.3 

16.1 

(260) 

14.5 

14.9 

I6.4 

(231) 

12.9 

13.7 

16.5 

(255) 

14.3 

14.1 

l?.l 

I Depwade  R.D. 

Area  5 » 

( England  & Wales  (provisional) 

Still  Births  (per  1,000 

(10) 

35.3 

26,0 

24.0 

<»> 

29.5 

20.8 

23.1 

(5) 

18.6 

23.7 

23.0 

(4) 

17.2 

22.0 

22.4 

(2) 

7.6 

9.9 

21.6 

(10) 

41.5 

19.9 

20.7 

(6) 

23.0 

20.7 

19.7 

total  births; 

Depwade  R.D. 

Area  5. 

England  & Wales  (provisonal) 

! Crude  Deaths  (per  1,000  pop) 

Depwade  R.D. 

Area  5. 

England  & Wales  (provisional) 

(235) 

12.9 

11.6 

11.3 

(245)  j (226)  i (206) 

13.4  i 12.5  ! 11.4 

11.8  ; 11.4  i 11.1 

11.7  [11.7  i 11.5 

f 

(248) 

13.8 

12.1 

11*7 

(223) 

12.4 

12.4 

11.6 

(240) 

13.4 
11.8 

11.5 

Infant  Mortality  (per  1,000 

live  births) 

Depwade  R.D, 

Area  5* 

England  & Wales  (provisional) 

—————— — — - — .....  — .. ..  ..a, 

(2) 

7.3 

7.1 

25.5 

(7)  1 (8)  ; (3) 

25.2  130.4  1 13.1 

19.0  j 20.8  i 15.0  i 

24.9  ! 23.8  > 23,0 

(2) 

7.7 

8.3 

22.5  1 

— 

(5) 

21.6 

25.4 

22.0 

(3) 

n . 8 

14.1 

21.7 

NOTE:  1.  Figures  in  brackets  are  the  actual  numbers  for  Depwade  R,D, 

2.  Area  5 comprises  Depwade  & Loddon  R.Ds.  and  Diss  & Wymondbam  U.Ds. 

Table  13 . DEATHS  DUE  TO  CANCER  - Depwade  R,D. 


— — 

; 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1 

j 1959 

1 

I960  j 

j 

■ Number  of  deaths, 
j Percentage  of  total  deaths. 

36 

15.3 

33 

13.4 

37 

16.4 

22 

10.6 

43 

17.3 

1 32 

! 14.3 

1 

42 1 
17.5  j 

Table  14.  CANCER  DEATHS  DURING  LAST  FIVE  YEARS  - Depwade  R.D. 


1 

Year 

Male 

i 

Female 

! 

Total 

Total 

Cancer 

Total 

Total 

Cancer 

s 

Deaths 

Cancer 

of 

Deaths 

Cancer 

of 

j 

D eaths 

Lung 

Deaths 

Lung 

1 

i960 

118 

20 

4 

122 

22 

1 

1959 

H5 

16 

4 

118 

14 

1958 

130 

27 

9 

118 

16 

1 

1957 

109 

14 

4 

97 

8 

1956 

— 

115 

21 

6 

111 

16 

- 

1 Totals 

CD 

—J 

190 

27 

566 

76 

2 

Table  15 . NOTIFICATION  OF  PIPED TIOUS  DISEASES  (EKCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS) 
ACCORDING  TO  AGE  GROUPS  - Depwade  R.D. 


■ ■ ' — --  ■ - — -■■■  — 

Under 

1 

1-4 

yrs. 

5-14 

yrs. 

— 

15-24 

yrs. 

Over 

25 

Total 

j Scarlet  Fever 

9 

9 

Measles 

..  2 

28 

73 

4 

2 

109  ; 

! Whooping  Cough 

2 

6 

2 

- 

1 

11 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

- 

11 

15 

Infective  Jaundice 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

4 

17 

67 

4 

3 ; 

123 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

~ 

1 

- 

1 

• Li  omye  litis 

1 

Totals 

9 

52 

153 

! 

9 

48 

271 

Table  lb,  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  LAST  FIVE  YEARS  - Depwade  R.D. 


-"-r-  ■ 111 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

. 

I960 

Scarlet  Fever 

16 

3 

4 

16 

9 

Measles 

150 

255 

59 

132 

109 

looping  Cough 

53 

64 

16 

! 

11 

Pneumonia 

13 

11 

15 

26 

15 

Infective  Jaundice 

r~ 

— 

3 

Erysipelas 

5 

- 

1 

1 

3 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

6 

7 

17 

123 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

4 

12 

2 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Ytfeils  Disease 

1 

- 

— 

~ 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Poliomyelitis  (Non-paralytic) 

- 

- 

Acute  Snvephalitis  (post  infectious) 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

- 

; 

- 

Totals 

;; 

249 

: 347 

\ 

| 115 

198 

271 

Table  17.  DETAILS  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  FOR  LAST  FIVE  YEARS 

Depwade  R.D. 


I 1956 

1957 

— 

1958 

1959 

, 

i960 

Pulmonary 

r 

1 

• 

Male 

$ 

; 3 

3 

2 

2 

Female 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

N on-Pulmonary 

} 

1 

1 

■ 

. 

Male 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Female 

- 

J... 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Depwade  R.D*  Total 

1 

6 

\ - 

10 

4 

4 

j 6 

i Area  5.  Total 

i 

i 17 

18 

! 8 

7 

13 

Table  18,  DIPETHERIa  BMJNISATION 


The  following  is  the  number  of  primary 
immunisations  and  booster  injections  given 
during  the  last  five  years  in  respect  of  Area  5. 


> 

Primary  Injections  • Booster  Injections  j 

i i Total 


Under 

1 

1 

Total 

Under 

5 

Age 

5-14 

Under 

5 

Age 

5-14 

i960 

357 

472 

314 

27 

1,233 

2,046 

1959 

502 

466 

23 

20 

74 

583 

1956 

285 

401 

60 

28 

416 

905 

1957 

347 

447 

76  ‘ 

54 

773 

1,350 

1956 

390 

523 

139 

62 

886 

1,610 

Table  19.  VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALL- FOX 

"■  - Vaccination  of  children  (under  five  years  of 

age)  during  the  last  five  years  resident  in  the 
District  and  Area  5*  are  shown  in  the  following 
table. 


Depwade  R,D, 

r-~ 

Area  5 

* 

j 

1956 

1957 

1 

1958 

1 

1959 

i960 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

I960 

; 

I Number  of  live 
\ births  registered. 

263 

229 

260 

231 

255 

576 

533 

599 

551 

567 

Number  of 
vaccinations 
recorded 
(0-4  years) 

213 

161 

205 

110 

233 

500 

410 

445 

472 

503 

Percentage 
j vaccinated, 

j 

81 

70 

79 

48 

91 

87 

77 

74 

86 

u 

89 

Table  20,  VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

The  following  is  the  number  of  primary 
immunisations  and  booster  injections  given  in 
Area  5 during  the  last  five  years. 


Primary 

Booster 

Totals 

Age 

Age 

Adults 

Age 

Age 

Adults 

0-4 

5-14 

0-4 

. . . 

5-14 



i960 

397 

227 

853 

660 

566 

1,636 

4,339 

1959 

593 

677 

2,220 

1377 

3,261 

864 

9,492 

1958 

1,648 

3,159 

154 

32 

1,284 

2 

6,279 

1957 

197 

1,115 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,312 

1956 

40 

1 

121 

1.— — ■ . 

— 

- 

— 

161 

Table  21,, 


mm ISATION  AGAINST  MOPPING  GOUGH 


The  following  is  the  number  of  whooping- 
cough  primaiy  immunisations  recorded  in 
Area  5«  Although  whooping  cough  was 
included  in  the  Council's  immunisation 
scheme  in  May  1953 » notification  was  on  a 
voluntaiy  basis  until  August,  1957 y when 
the  combined  vaccine  (diphtheria/whooping- 
cough)  was  officially  approved,  A veiy 
high  percentage  of  the  immunisations 
recorded  1954  to  1957  were  given  by  means 
of  this  combined  antigem 


Year 

Under  1 ! 

Age  1-4 

Age  5-14 

Totals 

I960 

368 

3D0 

124 

592 

1959 

318 

227 

16 

561 

1958 

265 

106 

8 

379 

1957 

329 

89 

7 

425 

1956 

329 

117 



446 

Table  22.  IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  TETANUS 

The  following  is  the  number  of  tetanus 
immunisations  recorded  in  Area  5 during  the 
last  two  years.  Immunisation  against  this 
disease  was  included  in  the  Council's 
immunisation  scheme  in  September,  1958* 


— 

Year 

Primaiy 

Booster 

Age 

Age 

Age 

Age 

Age 

r 

Age 

Age 

Under  1 

1-4 

5-14 

15+ 

1-4 

5-14 

15+ 

I960 

374 

198 

1,823 

691 

22 

56 

87 

1959 

307 

258 

218 

144 

11 

27 

39 



• " v.  ':V  0 ® 
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Depwade  Rural  District  Council 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  196*. 


Mr . Chairman , Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  on  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  for  the  year  196Cj),  and  the  sanitary  circumstances  in  the  District 
at  the  end  of  that  year. 

The  report  is  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  as  set  out  in  Circular  T/6l,  and  follows  closely  on  the  lines  of  reports  of 
the  past  few  years. 

Staff. 

The  numerical  establishment  of  the  staff  of  the  department  has  remained 
at  4 - two  inspectors  and  two  clerks  - precisely  the  same  as  when  I joined  the 
Council  over  14  years  ago.  3nly  one  change^ in  personnel  occurred  during  i960  - 
Mr .D.E.Coldham,  previously  with  Diss.  U.D.C.,  commenced  duties  in  January  as 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  to  fill  the  vacancy  created  when  Mr.H.  Brooks 
left  in  November  1959*  Mr.  Coldham  fitted  in  very  well  with  the  working  of  the 
Department  and  gave  entirely  satisfactory  service.  Mr.H. Johnson  and  Mrs .F.M.Rayner , 
on  the  clerical  side,  also  continued  to  give  good  co-operation  and  service. 

I am  particularly  concerned  that  in  dealing  with  members  of  the  public 
both  by  personal  interview  and  correspondence  good  relations  should  be  established 
and  maintained  at  all  times,  and  judging  by  the  observations  subsequently  received, 
and  absence  of  complaints  or  friction,  I am  pleased  to  say  that  I am  satisfied  that 
my  staff  adequately  meet  all  demands  in  this  respect. 

New  Legislation. 

The  fallowing  five  statutes  affecting  the  work  of  the  Department  were 
enacted  during  I960:-  * 

(i)  The  Caravan  Sites  & Control  of  Development  Act,  I960.  - which 
introduced  a new  system  of  licensing  of  caravan  sites,  closely  related  to  necessary 
approval  under  the  Town  & Country  Planning  Acts. 

(ii)  The  Noise  Abatement  Act,  I960.-  which  made  new  provisions  for  the 
control  and  abatement  of  noise  and  vibration  (excluding  noise  and  vibration  caused 
by  aircraft). 

(iii)  The  Offices  Act,  I960.  - the  object  of  which  is  to  make  better 
provisions  for  the  health,  welfare  and  safety  of  office  workers.  (Note:  This  was 

a private  Act,  and  its  date  of  operation  is  January  1st  1962,  but  it  has  been  stated 
that  a government  sponsored  Act  dealing  MOJfa  comprehensively  with  the  subject  is 
likely  to  be  placed  on  the  statute  book  before  that  date). 

(iv)  The  Oil  Burners  (Standards)  Act ,1960.  - which  empowered  the  making 
of  minimum  standards  for  the  safety  of  oil  heaters. 

(v)  The  Radioactive  Substances  Act,  i960.-  an  Act  t#  regulate  the  keeping 
and  use  of  radioactive  material  and  to  make  provision  as  t*  the  disposal  and 
accumulation  of  radioactive  waste.  * 

In  addition  new  Regulations  and  Orders  were  issued  by  the  various 
ministries  on  the  following  subjects :- 

Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food  - regarding  Food  Hygiene,  the 
Staining  and  Sterilisation  of  Condemned  Meat,  and  Designated  Milks.  (Note:  One 
important  item  in  the  latter  Regulations  transferred  from  District  Councils  t* 

County  Councils  the  administration  of  the  retail  distribution  of  designated  milk, 
as  from  January  1st,  1961. 

Ministry  of  Health  - regarding  Infectious  Diseases, 

Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  Government  - regarding  various  aspects  of 
Town  Planning  procedure;  and  Model  Standards  for  Caravan  Sites. 

Ministry  of  Labour  - regarding  new  provisions  of  the  Factories  Act,  19:39 
one  of  which  fixed  December  1st,  i960  as  the  date  of  transferring  powers  of  District 
Councils  regarding  Fire  Escapes  in  factories  to  Fire  Authorities. 


. > . 


(2) 

General. 


For  the  past  2 years  figures  have 
duties  of  the  inspectors  were  apportioned  a 
importance ; the  following  figures  are  those 


Slaughterhouses  for  meat  inspection 
and  other  purposes 

Housing  Inspections  and  re-visits 
(including  Discretionary  and  Standard 
Grants) . 

• • • * * • 

Public  Health  matters  - nuisances, 
infectious  diseases,  water  supplies  etc. 

Scavenging  matters  - including  Harleston 
public  conveniences  ...  ... 

Food  premises  ... 

Other  .matters  - factories,  rodent  control, 
petroleum  storage  control,  etc.  and 
miscellaneous  visits  ... 

building  Byelaws  and  Town  Planning  control 


been  given  indicating  how  the  various 
cording  to  demand  and  priority  of 
for  1960:- 


No. of  visits 
or  inspections. 

Percentage 
of  total. 

1,096 

24.1. 

917 

20.2 

558 

12.3 

520 

7.0 

CO 

O- 

1.7 

225 

5.0 

1,348 

29.7 

Total  : 4,542 

( 57  visits  were  also  made  to  slaughterhouses  for  meat  inspection  by 

lirm  of  veterinary  surgeons). 


a private 


, e total  number  of  visits  is  down  on  the  previous  year,  accounted  for 

U;  xn  a small  way  by  being  an  inspector  short  for  part  of  January,  and  (b)  the 
increasing  amount  of  time  being  necessarily  spent  in  the  office  by  myself  on 
administrative  work.  ' J J 


e general  pattern  of  demand  is  substantially  unchanged  from  the  past 

rHv  Je?rSl  dut  indlcat®s  that  the  increased  proportional  volume  of  essential  day-to- 

0fVU16S  tendS  tD  roduce  the  time  available  for  such  routine  duties  as  inspection* 
of  food  premises  and  the  like.  ' * 


HOUSING. 

(a)  General. 

, The  ra‘®  bo°ks  show. -that  at  March  i960  there  were  6,236  separate  units  of 

_ aimg  accommodation  m the  district  - an  increase  of  20  from  the  figure  for  1959. 
he  Register  General's  estimated  population  figure  for  mid  i960  was  17,870  (another 
cductxon  of  *0  from  .the  previous  year)  which  gives  an  average  occupation  figure  of 
2.060  persons  per  house. 


The  following  table  showing  the  above  figures  for  the  past  5 years  are 
in  ervsting  - fcr  the  first  time,  this  year  shows  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
dwellings  but  the  estimated  population  shows  a steady  decline  - to  what  extent  this 

estimated  reduction  in  our  population  will  be  confirmed  by  the  recent  census, remains 
to  be  seen:- 


Estimated 


Year 

Dwellings 

Populati 

1956 

6,296 

18 , 0.40 

1957 

6,286 

18 , 000 

1958 

6,271 

17,970 

1959 

6,216 

17,920 

I960 

6,236 

17,870 

Average  Occupation: 
Persons  per  dwelling. 

2.865 

2.902.  , 

2.865 

2.883 

2.866 


52  new  dwellings  were  completed  in  the  district  during  I960  - all  by 
private  enterprise.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  these  16  were  prefabricated 
oungalows  - all  except  three  were  bricked  and  tiled. 
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(b)  Unfit  dwellings  - Action  under  Housing  Acts. 

In  connection  with  the  Council's  slum  clearance  programme  51  dwellings 
were  represented  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  as  unfit  and  beyond  repair  at 
reasonable  cost.  Following  inspection  by  the  Housing  Inspection  Sub-Committee  and 
subsequent  consideration  by  the  Committee  and  Council,  action  taken  thereon  was 
as  follows  (note  - these  figures  include  14  dwellings  brought  forward  for  action 


from  1959) 

(a)  Demolition  orders  made  24 

(b)  Undertakings  to  carry  out  repairs  accepted  1 

(c)  Undertakings  not  to  relet  vacant  dwellings  accepted..  2 

(d)  Closing  Orders  made  2 

(e)  Deferred  for  action  at  later  stage  of  slum  clearance 

programme  l8 

(f)  Carried  forward  for  action  in  1961  14 


Note : The  remaining  four  dwellings  were  demolished  by  the  owners  before  formal 
Housing  Act  action  was  instituted. 

An  additional  3 demolition  orders  were  made  in  respect  of  dwellings 
previously  subject  to  undertakings  to  repair,  which  were  not  fulfilled  within  the 
specified  periods. 

Three  undertakings  were  cancelled  following  (a)  the  execution  of  necessary 
repairs  to  one  dwelling,  and  (b)  the  conversion  of  two  dwellings  to  stores  for  use 
in  connection  with  an  adjoining  general  shop. 

During  the  year  .16  unfit  dwellings  were  demolished  - 10  to  comply  with 
statutory  orders  , and  6 voluntarily  without  formal  action  having  been  taken  by  the 

Council. 


The  position  regarding  unfit  dwellings  subject  to  statutory  orders  still 
standing  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows:- 


Demolition 

Orders. 


Closing 

Orders.  Undertakings.  Total . 


No  .of  dwellings  occupied  90  (80) 
No. of  dwellings  vacant  55  (49) 


145  (129) 


11  (9)  10  (12) 

14  (14)  87  (93) 


25  (23)  97  (105) 


111  (101) 

156  (156) 


267  (257) 


The  figures  in  brackets  are  those  corresponding  for  1959* 

It  is  not  very  pleasing  to  note  that  the  number  of  occupied  dwellings 
subject  to  statutory  orders  rises  slightly  each  year  - in  fact  during  the  past 
fouJs?  years  the  number  has  doubled.  As  I have  previously  stated  this  is  partly 
du<$  to  elderly  tenants  not  wishing  to  be  disturbed,  but  must  mainly.be  regarded 
a§>  due  to  lack  of  alternative  satisfactory  accommodation.  The  miserable  financial 
return  is  gradually  reducing  the  number  of  private  dwellings  available  for  letting 
so  a.s  to  make  them  almost  non-existent,  and  the  relatively  few  dwellings  that  the 
Council  has  for  letting  each  year  obviously  accounts  for  this. 

Low  rents  and  high  cost  of  repairs  continue  to  hamper  the  work  of 
maintaining  privately  let  dwellings  in  good  repair.  I think  that  generally 
speaking  the  occupiers  of  such  dwellings  understand  the  position  and  only  in  a 
Very  few  cases  are  complaints  of  disrepair  received.  Action  for  the  execution 
of  repairs  has  again  been  confined  to  such  complaints,  and  our  records  show  that 
during  the  year  only  3 houses  were  repaired  following  informal  action.  In  no  case 
was  statutory  action  taken.  3 others  were  repaired  as  a result  of  action  taken  under 
the  Rent  Act,  1,957  - in  only  one  of  these  cases  was  it  necessary  to  issue  a 
Certificate  of  -Disrepair. 

(c)  Improvement  Grants. 

(i)  Discretionary  Grants.  46  applications  for  this  type  of  grant  were 
received  - 40  were  approved,  3 refused  and  3 withdrawn  (one  of  the  refused 
applicants  was  .subsequently  given  a Standard  Grant,  and  two  of  the  withdrawn 
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applications'ffAer  submitted  for  Standard  Grants  and  approved).  The  40  Brants 
tpprovea  were  for  a total  of  £12,215  - average  grant  £305  ? 6d  £>Oir  c,, 
the  average  for  1959,  due  in  my  opinion  to  IncZTol  bumP^oItf anS°the  St 
that  grants  were  increased  from  k0%  to  5C«  about  mid  1959.  This  90  bring-" the 

8rants  approved  by  the  c°uncii  to  '8s-  to“!sviLe 


The  grants  approved  in  i960  applied  to  the 

follows 


various  types  of  dwelling  as 


Private  dwellings  occupied  by  owner  18  (45$) 

Farmhouses  3 (7%%) 

Tied  agricultural  workers  dwellings  7 (17Y$) 

Privately  rented  dwellings  2.2  (30$) 


This  follows  about  the  same  pattern  as  in  previous  years.  All  but  3 of  the  grants 

nrodu^H  lrap^Vements  t0  existing  dwellings  - the  remainder  were  'conversions'  and 
produced  another  separate  unit  of  habitation  in  each  case. 


, , , PurinS  the  year  3 cases  arose  where  the  conditions  of  grants  previouslv 

repaid?^  ****  br°ken’  and  the  outstanding  amounts  of  grant  (plus  interest)  were 

. gr7(ii)  grants.  73  applications  for  these  grants  were  considered,  of 

. ich  67  were  approved  - the  remaining  6 were  subsequently  withdrawn.  4?  of  the  67 

were  in  respect  of  dwellings  occupied  by  the  owners.  ? 

. 1116  67  approved  grants  covered  the  installation  of  the  five  standard 

amenities  as  follows:-  ^ 

_ Hot  water 

Ba«i5  Wash-basins  W.C-s  Systems  Food  stores 

56  24 


53 


54 


61 


, ...  As  rJe^ers  ma^  bG  aware  these  grants  are  paid  after  the  satisfactory 

mp let ion  of  the  work  AND  the  submission  and  checking  of  the  builder's  account 
In  some  cases  and  for  various  reasons  this  causes  a considerable  time  lag  be^w^n 
approval  and  payment  of  a- grant.  This  explains  why  that  out  of  97  the  totaf number 
approved  up  to  the  end  of  I960,  only  a total  of  53  had  been  paid  by  1 Lt  ti 

op-*  q Actuany  50  grants  were  paid  during  the  year  - the  total  payment  was 
4so'ginnte  ^s:-S£?  8 £ll6-9'™>  »h»  five  standard  amenities  covered  by 

Hot  Water 

b ' s ( --40 ) . Systems  (£75)  ■ Food  stores(£10) , 


Baths  (£25) . Wash-basins  (£5 ) . 


36 


37 


45 


42 


18 


-nvoble  f!I f r!  Sh0"n  ‘°  °aCh  hendinS  ls  «>•  amount  of  maximum  grant 

boon  mid  for  eLh  dt’'  t ^ interesting  to  note  that  had  the  maximum  grant 

□oen  paid  for  each  item  the  total  grant  would  have  been  £6,215  (average  £124  6 Od) 
In  other  words  during  1960  our  average  grant  was  about  93.5*  of  the  maximum. 


(d)  Overcrowding. 

new  case  of  statutory  overcrowding  was  added  to  the  register  during 
- yeaJ*  v0lie  Case  °f  statutory  overcrowding  was  abated  - by  co-operation  of  the 
OWUGr  wh°  had  a pair  of  dwellings  modernised  and  converted  into  one.  One  case  of 
overcrowding  oh  tho  • bedroom'  standard  was  abated  - the  family  who previously 

at  the  Id  r?5Sn  COr?fEi0n',haVinS  left  th0  district'  left  the  position 

d of  1960  as  follows  (a  reduction  of  one  from  the  previous  year):- 

Number  of  cases  of  Statutory  overcrowding  ^ 

Number  of  cases  where  overcrowding  exists  on 

the  bedroom  standard  only  4 ' 

are  Oounr^  ^GS°  9 are  dwellinSs  subject  to  demolition  orders,  and  two 

Council  houses.  Although  I must  again  point  out  that  our  records  are  not 

necessarily  a complete  picture  of  all  possible  overcrowding  in  tho  district,  it  is 
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a fair  indication  that  this  aspect  of  the  housing  problem  is  by  no  means  as 
serious  as  it  was  20  or  30  years  ago. 

(e)  Dirty  and  Verminous  Dwellings. 

Our  findings  during  the  year  did  nothing  to  change  my  view  that  in  the 
main,  the  rural  housewife  is  a very  clean  one,  and  when  as  invariably  happens  iron 
time  to  time,  a dirty  home  is  encountered  there  is  usually  some  cause  or  reason. 
Actually  only  two  new  cases  of  dirty  dwellings  were  recorded  during  the  year  - 
both  of  which  were  subsequently  abated,  the  first  in  a Council  house  after 
informal  action,  and  the  second  when  the  family  concerned  left  the  District  - this 
latter  case  also  involved  the  disinfestation  of  the  cottage  for  fleas.  There  is, 
however,  a hardcore  of  some  3 or  4 cases  in  the  District  (such  as  the  well-known 
case  at  Earsham)  where  the  occupants  are  of  low  or  abnormal  mentality  and  the 
usual  action  or  threat  of  it  is  just  useless.  It  is. only  possible  to  keep  such 
cases  under  observation  to  ensure  that  there-  is  no  threat  of  public  health  nuisance 
or  danger  to  others,  and  that  the  premises  or  persons  concerned  do  not  deteriorate 
to  such  condition  as  to  warrant  action  under  the  National  Assistance  Act  1948. 

No  action  under  this  Act  was  taken  during  the  year. 

(f)  Moveable  Dwellings. 

The  number. of  licensed-  moveable  dwellings  in  the  District  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  23 , which  showed  an  increase  of  5 over  the  previous  year.  Except  for 
one,  which  is  of  the  old  horse-drawn  type,  these  are  all  of  modern  car-trailer  typo, 
sited  on  individual  sites  scattered  throughout  the  district.  Regular  and  periodical 
inspection  of  the  sites  has  shown  that  they  are  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
condition,  and  no  instance  of  a public  health  nuisance  being  caused  has  arisen. 

The  following  figures  show  the  types  of  occupants  of  the  caravans :- 


Number  occupied  by  single  men  9 

Number  occupied  by  young  couples  6 

Number  occupied  by  middle  aged  or 

elderly  couples  3 

Number  occupied  temporarily  on  a building 
site  pending  the  erection  of  permanent 

dwelling  .....  4 

Number  used  for  casual  letting  to 

anglers- etc 1 


The  unsatisfactory  nature  of  these  moveable  dwellings  as  permanent 
means  of  habitation  for  families  with  young  children  is  obvious,  and  I am  pleased 
to  report  that  in  most  cases  of  young  couples  occupying  caravans  in  the  district 
they  find  suitable  permanent  housing  accommodation  when  or  before  the  first  baby 

arrives . 


Although  not  directly  concerned  with  the  subject  of  'housing',  it  is 
appropriate  to  record  here  that  during  i960,  two  caravan  sites  were  licenced  in 
the  district  for  the  use  of  holiday  caravanners.  These  are  both  situated  in  the 
parish  of  Wortwell  - the  first,  that  was  originally  licensed  in  1959,  is  a. site 
of  about  4 acres  to  accommodate  touring  caravans;  routine  inspections  during  the 
summer  indicated  that  it  was  not  extensively  used,  the  most  known  to  have  been  on 
the  site  .at  one  time  v/as  4“,  and  conditions  generally  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
The  other  site  is  one  of  about  11  acres,  adjoining  the  first,  and  forms  part  of 
an  area  known  as  'Waveney  Valley  Lakes',  7 large  disused  gravel  pits  which  have 
been  stocked  with  coarse  and  other  fresh-water  fish  to  provide  specialist  angling 
sport.  Suitably  sited  adjacent  to  the  'lakes'  are  9 modern  caravans,  which  were 
let  furnished  by  the  licensee.  This  type  of  site  is  recognised  as  having  particular 
problems  of  its  own,  but  I am  pleased  to  say  that  by  good  co-operation  from  the 
licensee  and  generally  speaking  a reasonably  good  class  type  of  occupier,  no 
serious  trouble  or  difficulties  arose  from  either  a public  health  or  planning 
point  of  view. 


(a) 


WATER  SUPFLIES . 


Mains  Supplies. 

40  samples  of  mains  water  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
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examination  - one  more  than  in  1959.  33  of  these  were  routine  check  samples  taken 

m the  various  parishes  from  consumers'  premises;  30  were  reported  as  'highly 
satisfactory'  and  the  three  other  cases  in  which  the  bacteriological  count  was  a 
trifle  higher  than  standard,  regarded  as  'suspicious'.  This  was  probably  accounted 
for  by  'dirty'  taps  or  faulty  sampling  technique,  and  subsequent  check  sampling 
at . adjacent  premises  gave  good  results.  The  other  7 samples  were  taken  from  new 
mains  supplies  to  ensure  safety  before  the'water  being  supplied  to  new  consumers 
is  put  into  use  - of  these  two  were  reported  as  unsatisfactory,  necessitating 
further  washing  out  and/or  sterilisation  of  the  mains  before  satisfactory  results 
were  obtained. 

(b)  Private  Supplies. 

32  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  from  nrivate 
sources  with  results  as  follows :- 


Source  of 

Nkmber 

Number 

Number 

Supply 

taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Shallow  wells 

21 

6 

15 

Bores 

11 

4 

7 

Of  the  15  unsatisfactory  well  samples  5 were  from  4 premises  at  Bungay 
Road,  Earsham,  which  have  now  been  supplied  with  mains  water.  Another  was  from 
a well  supplying  3 cottages  at  Hill  Road,  Shelfanger , which  are  also  now  supplied 
from  a mains  extension.  In  another  case  at  Scole  mains  water  has  been  connected 
from  existing  mains,  and  premises  at  Pulham  Market  (Coles  Common)  will  be  served 
by  a proposed  main  extension  in  tnat  area.  In  the  remaining  7 cases  mains  water 
is  not  readily  available,  and  the  usual  warnings  to  boil  and  advice  regarding 
sterilisation  were  given. 

5 of  the  7 unsatisfactory  samples  from  bores  were  from  a newly  sunk  bore 
a.t  Aslacton  - which  in  spite  of  sterilisation  and  lengthy  periods  of  pumping 
continues  to  give  high  non— feacal  bacteriological  counts.  These  however  gradually 
decreased  and  satisfactory  results  subsequently  obtained.  From  the  other  2 
unsatisfactory  bores  subsequent  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

NJMv  The  Engineer  & Surveyor’s  report  contains  full  details  of  the  working  of  the 
Council's  water  undertakings  and  changes  thereto  which  occurred  in  I960. 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES  AND  PREMISES. 

(a)  Meat  Inspection  and  Slaughterhouses. 

Nino  slaughterhouses  continued  in  regular  use  during  i960.  As  previously, 
two  were  used  exclusively  for  the  wholesale  trade  and  the  remaining  7 are  used  in 
conjunction  with  private  retail  shops  operated  by  the  licensees. 

Details  of  the  whole  set-up  of  slaughterhouses  and  slaughtering  facilities 
in  the  District  were  contained  in  the  Official  report  submitted  to  the  Ministry  vf 
Agriculture , Fisheries  & Food  in  September  i960,  as  required  by  Sec. 3(1)  of  the 
Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958.  This  report  anticipated  that  after  the  suggested 
'appointed  day'  - October  1st,  1961  - 4 of  the  slaughterhouses  in  the  district 
would  continue  to  operate,  having  been  made  to  comply  with  the  requirements . of 
the  construction  regulations,  and  possibly  a new  one  to  be  constructed.  This 
report  was  subsequently  accepted,  by  the  Ministry,  without  comment  or  arrientment,  and 
it  now  remains  to  be  seen  after  October  1st,  1961,  how  correct  our  forecast  was. 

I am  very  pleased  to  record  for  the  first  time  that  100#  meat  inspection 
was  achieved  in  i960  - that  is  to  say  that  our  figures  of  animals  inspected  tally 
with  those  returned  as  slaughtered  by  the  slaughterhouse  operators.  I am  sure  that, 
members  will- appreciate  that  with  the  scattered  nature  of  the  district  (the  two 
largest  slaughterhouses  are  21  miles  apart)  and  the-  unrestricted  times  of 
slaughtering  still  permitted  by  law,  this  goal  has  only  been  reached  by  a large 
amount  of  co-operation  and  sometimes  patience  by  the  operators,  and  a lot  of 
travelling  and  work  by  the  inspectors.  During  the  year  the  total  number  of  visits 
to  slaughterhouses  (including  57  by  the  private  firm  of  veterinary  officers)  was 
1,108  (compared  v/ith  1,263  in  1959).  Mr.Coldham  was  paid  for  121  hours  overtime 
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occasioned  by  meat  inspection;  my  own  overtime  (being  unpaid)  is  not  recorded 
but  averages  2/2  - 3 hours  per  week.  Apart  from  regular  Sunday  inspection  at  the 
Earsham  premises  by  the  private  Veterinary  Officers,  your  inspectors  were  on  duty 
on  23  Sundays  and  two  Bank  holidays. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  is  down  by  245  on  the 
total  slaughtered  in  1959  - the  decrease  being  entirely  in  the  number  of  sheep. 
Unfortunately  as  sheep  are  the  food  animals  least  prone  to  disease  and  therefore 
requiring  less  attention  from  an  inspection  point  of  view,  this  represents  very 
little  saving  in  meat  inspection  time  and  duties. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  various  types  of  animals 
slaughtered,  the  number  and  percentage  affected  by  disease , and  is  produced  as 
previously  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry 


Cattle  i 
excluding 
cows , 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses  Total 

Number  killed 

1061 

101  I 398 

723 

5708 



— i 7991 

Number  inspected  1061  \ 101  398 

(Percentage).  j 100%  j 100%;  100% 

723 

100% 

5708 

100% 

S3 

1 l 

1 1 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  & Cysticerc 

i 

5 

1 

25 

i i 

Whole  carcases.  2 1 

-3" 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was  64 

condemned. 

36 

16 

6 

210 

— 

332 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected. 

6.2 



36.6'  5.3 

4.1 

— 

4.6 

• . 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases. 

— 

1 

— i 

Carcases  of  which  some 
' part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

5 

1 

• 

75 

— 

Oo 

H 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected. 

0.5 

1.0  — | — 

1.3 

1.0 

Cysticerci . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned.  . .i 

— 

• 

i 

i 

! 

— 

Carcases  submitted  to  I 

treatment  by  refrigeration. 

f 

i i 

" ! 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned. 

-- 

„ ....... "i. 

1 

! — ! 

1 

My  only  comment  on  the  incidence  of  disease  is  that  it  continues  ^o  follow 
the  downward  trend  of  the  past  few  years,  and  constitutes^.  new  record  'low1.  Even 
so,  it  is  not  a fair  reflection  on  the  high  class  of  meat  slaughtered  in  the 
District;  a large  proportion  of  animals  found  to  be  diseased  are  those  killed  as 
casualties  at  the  wholesale  slaughterhouses,  and  these  must  have  a tendency  to 
increase  the  percentage  incidence  of  disease.  In  spite  of  regular  and  thorough 
inspection  of  all  bovine  animals  slaughtered  (according  to  the  Ministry's  recommends 
procedure)  no  cases  of  cysticercus  bovis  were  detected  during  the  year.  This  I 
understand,  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  national  trend,  as  many  areas  are 
reporting  an  increased  incidence,  but  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  cattle 
slaughtered  in  this  area  are  bred  and  reared  locally. 


The  disease  or  cause  of  condemnation  of  the  34  whole  carcases  regarded 
as  totally  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  as  follows:- 


1 heifer 
1 steer 
1 cow 
1 calf 
1 calf 

1 calf 

2 calves 

1 lamb 

2 pigs 


It** 

acute  peritonitis. 

2 pigs 

III! 

• • • 9 

malignant  oedema. 

1 pig 

• It  I 

• • • • 

septiceamia . 

1 sow 

• • • • 

• It* 

septiceamia. 

1'  pig 

1*11 

• til 

jaundice . 

1 sow 

11*1 

• I * I 

general  & extensive 

1 pig 

bruising. 

2 pigs 

• • • • 

. . . . 

moribund. 

12  small 

pigs 

• • • • 

congenital  cysts. 

1 pig 

# • • • 

* 1 I 1 

jaundice . 

1 pig 

• ■it 

acute  swine  erysipelas, 
general  and  extensive  bruising 
jaundice  and  oedema, 
septiceamia. 
emaciation  and  oedema, 
uraemia. 

arthritis  & emaciation. 

. immaturity, 
septic  peritonitis, 
peritonitis  and  oedema. 
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The  organs  affected  by 
concerned  was  as  follows:- 

tuberculosis 

in  the 

various  types  of 

animals 

Cattle 
« Cows  • 

Cows . 

Calves . Pigs . 

Total. 

Head  and  Tongue 

4 

- 

71 

75 

Lungs 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

Liver 

1 

- 

— « 

1 

Intestines 

- 

- 

5 

5 

6 

1 

76~ 

83 

Deadweight  Certification  of  PigS, 

centre  kSKSi  " 

j?:xr  rr 181 

s h&tp 

Ministry  Qrant  for  Meat  Inspection. 

,,  ^ As  members  may  be  aware  those  authorities  which  inspect  more  meat  care- -os 

SSsSy  to  „T  ror°rTi0”  0f,the  P°pulation  of  th*  district,  are  eligible  Frl 
ministry  Grant.  For  tne  financial  year  ending  31st  March  i960,  a grant  of  £9  8 lid 

was  received,  compared  with  £6.14. 9d.  for  the  previous  year.  ..  6 ' •*  * 1 “ 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  - Slaughterman's  Licences. 

. , 33  llcences  were  issued  to  suitable  persons  authorising  them  to  slaughter 

: im^ls  by  approved  methods  of  stunning.  This  is  one  more  than  in  1959  - throe  rf 

-mev  iCrCeS  1SSUud  t0  persons  on  attaining  the  minimum  age  of  18  were ‘provisional ' 
only  allowing  such  persons  to  slaughter  in  the  presence  of  fully  licenced  sSghtcr- 


(b)  inspection  and  Condemnation  of  Other  Foodt 


their  -fi  Jhe  TUn^  0f  0ther  types  0f  foodstnffs  wo  are  requested  to  inspect  as  to  ' 
tneir  iitnuss  for  human  consumption  decreases  year  by  year;  this  may  be1 partly  due 

of  foodlmbutVTdtbet^0df  °f  Ca?ninS  and  packine  and  general  improved  keeping  qualit- 
of  food,  but  I think  it  more  likely  due  to  the  fact  that  wholesalers  and  the  lik  ‘ 

as  ?heynd°idrdurin:  P™°f  °f  /“?***«  ,and  destruction  to  the  same  extent' 

come  from  nrr^nn  ^ ■ c war*  1 ie  majority  of  requests  to  make  inspections  of  food 

IZ  fond  / ? V?  Charge  °f  SCh0Gl  canteens,  public  institutions  etc.  In  no  c- 

reported  *®P°S1*ed  J-!*1®  f°Und  to  bG  unfit>  nor  were  any  cases  of  unfit  food 

reported  by  members  of  the  public. 

for  wh.  ,T'ne  following  is  a list  of  foodstuffs  inspected  .and  found  to  bo  unfit  and 
for  which  condemnation  certificates  wore  issued:- 


Peeled  Tomatoes 
Ox  Tongue 
Corned  Beef 
Vegetables 


3 tins. 
2 tins. 
2 tins. 
2 tins. 


Fish  fillets 
21  chickens 
English  beef 


26-lbs . 
131/2-lbs . 
13/2-lbs . 


Total  weight  1-cwt.  3-qtrs.  11-lbs. 


the  refus/ti^r'/rf  iS  eith®r  d«str°yed  ^ ourselves  at  one  or  other  of 

“ ~Iuse  tips,  or  by  other  approved  method  under  supervision. 
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(°)  Food  Premises.  The  following  is  a list  showing  the  number  of  food  handling 
premises  (other  than  slaughterhouses  & dairies)  in  the  District,  at  the  end  of 
the  year  (the  comparative  figures  for  1959  are  shown  in  brackets ) : - 


General  food  shops  94  (94) 

Butchers  shops  18  (17) 

Fish  shops  (inc,  fried  fish  & chip  shops)  ...  4 (4) 

Fish  stalls  3 ( 3) 

Restaurants,  cafes,  etc  8 ( 8) 

Bakeries  7 ( 7) 

Public  Houses  „ 74  (7 4) 

Others  (flour  mills,  food  factories,  etc.)  ..  8 (8) 


NOTE : - In  cases  where  premises  are  used  for  more  than  one  purpose  they. are 
included  under  each  heading. 

As  mentioned  earlier  in  the  report,  essential  day  to  day  duties  do  not  all 
a great  deal  of  time  to  carry  out  routine  visits  to  these  premises  - 78  recorded 
visits  were  however  made  during  i960,  in  addition  to  which,  of  course,  these  premie 
are  constantly  under  observation  when  visited  for  other  purposes  or  in  a private 
capacity.  Although  it  is  still  not  possible  to  state  that  all  food  premises 
comply  in  every  respect  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  no 
serious  infringements  of  the  regulations  so  far  as  satisfactory  food  handling 
practice  were  encountered  and  any  minor  ones  were  rectified  following  informal 
requests  and  advice.  In  this  respect  it  is  becoming  more  frequently  apparent  that 
food  traders  now  tend  to  realise  that  a well  conducted  clean  shop  with" assistants 
handling  food  in  the  correct  way  is  'good  business'  and  attracts  customers;  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  the  reasons  are  somewhat  misguided,  the  results  are  to  be 
commended . 

(d)  Dairies  & Milk  Distribution. 

During  the  year  there  were  30  known  distributors  of  milk  operating  in  the 
district  - I use  the  word  'known'  as  certain  producer-retailers  are  registered 
•and  controlled  by  the  Ministry.  In  addition,  as  retail  milk  distributors  need  now 
only  register  with  the  authority  in  whose  area  their  premises  are  situated,  it 
is  possible  for  outside  milk  retailers  to  operate  in  our  district  without  even 
notifying  the  Council  of  the  fact.  Of  the  30  mentioned  above,  14  were  registered 
with  che  Council,  12  were  operating  from  other  Districts  and  4 were  producer- 
retailers  selling  milk  other  than  that  produced  on  their  ov/n  farms.  Two  of  the 
registered  retailers  operated  from  registered  dairies  - the  remainder  of  those 
registered  operated  without  dairies  as  they  sold  milk  as  received  already  bottled. 
Observations  kept  on  the  retailers  and  inspections  of  the  dairies  revealed  no 
contraventions  of  the  Regulations. 

Licences  for  the  sale  of  designated  milks  in  the  district  were  issued  in 
I960  for  the  last  time,  as  commencing  in  1961  the  administration  of  this  matter 
was  transferred  to  the  Norfolk  County  Council,  as  Food  and  Drugs  Authority.  A 
total  of  59  licences  were  issued  (4  more  than  in  1959)  as  follows :- 


'Tuberculin  Tested'  Dealers  licences  19 

'Tuberculin  Tested'  Supplementary  licences  11 

'Pasteurised'  Dealers  licences  17 

'Pasteurised'  Supplementary  licences  12 


Total  : 59 


(e)  Ice-Cream. 

The  number  of  promises  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice- 
cream at  the  end  of  i960  was  - manufacture  1,  sale  59  - total  60.  This  shows  an 
increase  of  8 over  the  previous  year.  Inspections  of  the  premises  has  shown  thorn 
to  be  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner  and  no  contraventions  of  the  Regulations 
have  been  found.  8 samples  of  ice-cream  - one  from  the  manufacturer  and  7 of 
wedl"-Fnown  proprietory  makes  - were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
reported  as  Grade  I (excellent). 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


( a ) Refuse  Collection  & Disposal . 

There  were  no  radical  changes  in  the  running  cf  this  service  during  i960. 

The  fortnightly  collection  operated  in  all  parishes  except  Harleston,  where  it  is 
weekly,  appears  to  adequately  meet  all  demands  - in  fact  it  has  the  secondary 
purpose  of  keeping  the  character  of  refuse  down  to  a type  that  is  less  difficult  to 
dispose  of  - the  more  frequently  refuse  is  collected  the  more  its  bulk  increases  and 
more  paper  and  putrescible  matter, are  placed  in  bins.  The  original  two  10  cubic  yard 
side  loading  Dennis  vehicles  - new  13  and  IV/?.  years  old  - continue  to  give  reasonably 
satisfactory  service,  although  naturally  they  are  now  costing  more  to  maintain. 

The  smaller  vehicle  - a 7 cubic  yard  Fordson  diesel  - has  also  given  satisfactory 
service,  being  used  mainly  on  the  more  isolated  parts  of  the  area. 

There  were  two  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  9 men  engaged  on  all  the 
scavenging  service  - R.G.  Hibberd,  who  had  only  joined  the  staff  in  June  1959 
resigned  in  September,  and  E.F.Aldous,  who  had  been  with  us  for  just  over  yk  years, 
left  in  December.  The  difficulty  of  finding  suitable  staff  for  this  job  was  first 
apparent  last  year,  and  although  Hibberd  was  replaced  by  E. Brown  in  October,  it  had 
not  been  found  possible  to  replace  Aldous  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Brown  has 
incidentally  proved  a very  satisfactory  workman.  The  remainder  of  the  staff  have* 
also  continued  to  give  satisfactory  service. 

Members  will  recall  that  in  April  I960,  I reported  fully  on  the  incidence 
of  sickness  amongst  the  scavenging  staff,  showing  that  cur  average  time  lost  through 
sickness  was  over  7%.  As  a result  of  this  report-  three  of  the  workmen  were 
medically  examined  to  ascertain  their  fitness  for  the  work,  and  with  certain 
reservations  passed  as  fit.  Up  to  this  time  in  the  year  the  men  had  lost  56  days 
through  sickness,  but  it  is  remarkable  to  record  that  only  another  9 days  were  lost 
for  the  remainder  of  the  year  - a total  days  lost  of  65,  compared  with  23^/2  in  the 
previous  year. 

Disposal  of  refuse  continued  in  the  same  way  as  previously  - semi-controllc 
tips  situated  at  Weybread,  Hempnall,  Forncett,  Roydon  and  Ashwellthorpe*  The  use 
of  the  latter  was  discontinued  in  May  upon  receipt  of  a rather  sudden  and  unexpeetc 
requested  from  the  owner.  The  roadside  tip  at  Roydon  v/as  filled  and  its  use 
discontinued  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  disposal  of  refuse  collected  in  that 
area  took  place  at  Weybread  pending  the  offer  of  a small  pit  in  Fersfield.  Disposal 
facilities  in  the  Roydon  area  still  present  a problem  and  we  are  continually  on 
the  look-out  for  suitable  pits, however  small.  Maintenance  of  the  tips  has  been 
greatly  facilitated  by  the  use  of  the  Ferguson  tractor,  which  came  into  service 
jointly  with  the  Water  Department,  in  January  i960.  The  machine  has  proved  to  be 
admirably  suited  for  this  work  - although  somewhat  on  the  light  side,  and  I am 
pleased  to  report  that  as  a result  of  improved  tip  maintenance  (and  the  poor  summer) 
no  complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  nuisance  from  the  main  tip  at  Weybread. 

As  previously  all  the  tips  were  regularly  inspected  and  where  necessary  treated 
for  rat  infestation,  and  sprayed  with  insecticide  during  the  warm  weather. 

( b ) Emptying  of  Earth  Closet  Pails. 

Apart  from  the  addition  of  11  dwellings  in  the  Duck's  Foot  area  of  Pulham 
Market,  there  were  no  changes  in  the  Parishes  concerned  with  this,  service  during 
i960.  Up  to  November,  collection  in  the  parishes  of  Pulham  Market,  Pulham  St, Mary, 
Wortwell,  Starston  and  Harleston  took  place  during  Friday  nights,  and  in  the 
parishes  of  Alburgh  and  Brockdish  during  Sunday  nights.  It  was  then  agreed,  upon 
request  of  the  men,  that  for  a trial  period  collection  should  take  place  starting 
at  6 a.m.  on  Fridays  and  Mondays,  By  the  end  of  the  year,  there  was  no  indication 
that  this  change  of  time  of  collection  had  any  adverse  effect  on  the  efficiency  of 
the  service  or  caused  -any  complaint  from  members  of  the  public;  it  must,  however, 
be  remembered  that  this  was  still  winter  time  and  a different  re-action  might  bo 
expected  when  the  weather  became  warmer. 

Earth  closet  contents  continued  to  be  disposed  of  in  specially  prepared 
straw  pans  on  an  isolated  site  at  Thorpe  Abbot ts  'drome;  this  is  done  with  speci-  1 
co-operation  of  the  farmer,  for  which  I am  very  grateful,  and  is  a most  satisfactory 
solution  to  what  could  otherwise  be  a very  difficult  problem. 
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(c)  Cesspool  Emptying.  The  800  gallon  Dennis  Cesspool  Emptier  which  had  been  in 
use  for  this  work  and  E.C.  pail  collection  since  January  1950  became  unfit  for 
further  satisfactory  service  in  March  I960,  and  the  Health  Committee  wisely  decided 
to  replace  it  with  a new  vehicle  rather  than  attempt  to  recondition  a worn  out 
machine.  Fortunately  we  were  able" to  carry  on  with  the  stand-by  Cesspool  Emptier 
until  the  new  one  arrived  in  November.  This,  is  of  similar  type  to  that  it  replaced 
but  is  powered  by  a diesel  engine  instead  of  petrol.  It  was  estimated  that  the 
additional  cost  of  the  diesel  unit  would  be  recovered  by  more  economic  running 
costs  in  2 years,  and  from  then  on  show  a saving.  Experience  to  date  has  been  that 
the  vehicle  is  giving  satisfactory  service  and  fuel  consumption  is  roughly  in 
accordance  with  the  makers1  claims.  The  three  vehicles  did  a total  mileage  of 
10,941  during  the  year  - nearly  1,200  more  than  during  the  previous  year. 

A summary  of  the  cesspool  emptying  work  carried  out  during  i960  is  as 

follows : - 

No. of  loads. 


Depwade  R.D.C.  housing  sites  and  sewage  works  760 

Private  premises  within  the  district  588 

School  Canteens  and  wash-ups 90 

Premises  outside  the  District  69 

Lime  sludge  from  Rushall  21 

1,328 


The  total  number  of  loads  collected  is  16  more  than  that  for  the  previous  year. 

. 

With  the  co-operation  of  local  farmers  and  intelligence  shown  by  the  driver 
of  this  vehicle,  the  problem  of  disposal  cf  cesspool  contents  v/as  again  solved 
without  undue  difficulty  or  complaints.  It  is  not  always  easy  to  find  suitable- 
arable  land  for  this  purpose,  and  I would  again  express  publicly  my  thanks  to  land 
owners  who  so  readily  agree  for  us  to  use  their  land  and  appreciation  to  the  2 men 
operating  the  vehicle  for  a good  job  well  done. 


RODENT  CONTROL . 

The  Council's  rodent  operator,  F.E. Wright,  has  again  given  every 
satisfaction  in  carrying  out  his  duties  to  meet  the  Council's  obligations  under 
the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Posts  Act,  1949*  These  duties  involve  (a)  survey  of 
all  types  of  premises  to  ascertain  if  they  are  infested  by  rats  and/or  mice,  (b) 
survey  and  treatment  against  vermin  of  all  premises  and  land  owned  or  occupied  by 
the  Council,  and  (c)  treatment  of  infested  premises  as  requested  - private  dwellings 
free  of  charge,  others  on  a cost  plus  basis.  In  addition,  Mr. Wright  also  carries 
out  treatment  for  other  pests,  such  as  moles,  coypu,  wasps,  ants,  etc.  - for  which 
appropriate  charges  are  made.  Your  inspectors  also  survey  for  the  presence  of 
rats  and  mice  all  premises  visited  for  other  purposes. 

The  work  carried  out  by  the  operator  on  rodent  control  in  i960  is 
summarised  in  the  following  table:- 


Council 
premises  etc . 

Dwellings 

(inc.C.Hs) 

Agric . 
properties 

Other 

Premises 

Total 

’ 

No. of  notifications 
of  infestations  receivei 

i 1 

75 

10 

12 

98' 

No. of  premises  surveyed 
as  matter  of  routine. 

46 

1414 

182 

50 

1692 

No. of  infestations  fount 
and  treated:  (a)  Major 

l 

14 

3 

5 

3 

25 

(b)  Minor 

54 

319 

1 

11' 

385 

No . of  dead  rats  and 
mice  picked  up. 

528 

J 

4 85 

“1 

172 

' 

82 

1267 
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, . , Tne  °Peratcr  also  assisted  in  the  work  of  maintenance  at  the  refuse  tins 

curing  the  summer  months,  when  normal  scavenging  staff  was  depleted  due  to  annual 
holidays.  He  lost  IJ/z  days  work  during  the  year  through  sickness. 

.1  Grain  stacks  being  dismantled  during  threshing  operations  were  again  kept 

U^r  observation  ^oth  the  rodent  operator  and  inspectors,  and  in  no  case  was* 
other  than  informal  action  necessary  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  regulations  as 
to  wire-netting  fencing. 


FACTORIES  ACTS., 

- . 1510  Council's  register  of  factories  at  the  end  of  the  year  showed  the 

fallowing  number  to  be  in  use  in  the  District j— 

Premises  using  mechanical  power  - 

Normal  factory  premises  64 

Butcher's  manufacturing  premises  ....  14- 

Slaughterhouses  . ... 1 

Bakeries  ^ 

* 84 

Premises  not  using  mechanical  power  - 

Normal  factory  premises  2 

Butchers  manufacturing  premises  2 

Slaughterhouses  8 

Bakeries  2 

14 

Total  ....  98 


This  represents  an  increase  of  8 during  the  year. 

. Apart  from  those  premises  which  are  kept  under  regular  observation  when 

HSlteC;  f°r  °thor  PurP°scs  (e.g. slaughterhouses,  bakeries  etc.)  33  inspections  undo 
these  Acts  were  recorded  during  the  year.-  once  again  it  must  be  stated  that  I do 
not  consider  this  is  a very  satisfactory  figure  as  it  doe§Slven  represent  one  visit 
year  to  each  of  the  factories,  but  again  it  is  routine  work  which  has  to  take  sect  :■ 
place  to  more  urgent  duties.  However,  in  the  course  of  the  inspections  made,  no 
contraventions  of  the  Acts  or  regulations  were  found  that  required  other  than 
informal  action  to  correct.  The  point  I raised  last  year  regarding  the  provision 
emporary  sanitary  accommodation  on.  building  sites  still  causes  some»concern 
as  some  ouilders  only  provide  very  rough  structures  or  none  at  all  till  the  matter 
is  brought  to  their  attention. 


As  mentioned  earlier  in  the  report  that  part  of  the  Factory  Act 
legislation  dealing  with  the  provision  of  satisfactory  means  of  escape  in  case  of 
ire  at  certain  factories  passed  out  of  our  hands  on  December  1st,  i960  - the 
matter  is  now  being  dealt  with  by  the  Fire  Department  of  the  County  Council,  who 
as  specialists  in  this  field  must  be  regarded  as  more  capable  of  carrying  cut 
tnese  duties,  and  in  fact  it  may  be  that  there  are  other  aspects  of  local 
government  v/ork  dealing  with  fire  precautions  and  protection  that  might  be 
similarly  transferred. 

Four  factory  outworkers  were  notified  under  Sec. 110  of  the  1937  Act; 
their  premises  inspected  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


OTHER  MATTERS. 

( ngricultural  (Safety,  Health  & Welfare)  Provisions  Act,  1936. 

The  work  of  ensuring  that  agricultural  workers  are  provided  with 
satisfactory  sanitary  accommodation  both  at  farm  premises,  and  whilst  employed 
in  gangs  on  the  land,  v/as  continued  last  year  as  previously.  Here  again  it  is 
n°t  possible  to  devote  time  to  routine  visits  to  farms  specially  for  the  purpose, 
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but  every  available  opportunity  is  taken  to  cover  this  point  when  visits  are  made 
for  other  purposes.  I am  pleased  to  report  that  no  case  came  to  our  notice  where 
there  is  no  accommodation  at  all  at  farm  premises. 

This  matter  is  particularly  borne  in  mind  when  farmhouses  are  being 
provided  with  bathrooms  and  internal  W.Cs.  - with  or  without  grants  - and  usually 
we  are  able'to  persuade  the  owner  to  convert  the  old  E.C.  to  a W.C.  for  the 
use  of  the  workmen,  in  one  case  of  this  an  E.C.  conversion  grant  was  given 
during  the  year. 

So  far  as  the  provision  of  temporary  sanitary  accommodation  for  labour 
gangs  employed  in  the  fields  is  concerned,  the  picture  is  somewhat  different.  For 
various  reasons  farmers  tend  to  overlook  this  matter,  and  when  fruit  and  vegetable- 
picking  time  arrives  it  is  necessary  to  keep  the  fields  in  question  under  constant 
observation  to  ensure  that  when  the  pickers  arrive  the  temporary  accommodation 
arrives  also.  Now  that  the  Act  has  been  in  force  for  nearly  5 years  most  farmers 
know  of  their  obligations  and  readily  meet  any  informal  requests  made  to  them. 
However,  in  one  case  last  year  when  I found  a number  of  female  pickers  working  in 
a bean  field  with  no  convenience  - I called  at  the  farm  and  left  a message  requestin 
the  farmer  to  rectify  the  omission  forthwith,  and  was  assured  that  he  would.  On 
revisiting  the  field  the  next  day  I found  no  toilet  but  no  pickers  - the  beans  hod 
all  been  picked.  The  point  I wish  to  make  of  this  is  - according  to  the  Act  it 
appears  that  the  Local  Authority  must  serve  a notice  requiring  the  provision  of 
conveniences,  and  by  the  time  this  has  been  done,  the  need  on  the  particular  site 
may  have  gone.  Had  failure  to  provide  conveniences  been  made  an  offence  (as  does 
the  Factory  Act)  I feel  that  a local  authority's  powers  would  have  been  more 
workable  than  they  now  are. 

(b)  Earth  Closet  Conversion  Grants. 

Another  14  applications  for  grants  under  Sec. 47  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  were  approved  in  i960  (l8  in  1959)  - 13  grants  were  approved  for  payment 
with  average  grant  just  over  £14  (compared  with  £13* 10s.  average  for  22  payments 

the  previous  year) . 

( c ) Town  Planning  & Building  Byelaw  Control, 

The  number  of  new  plans  dealt  with  was  506,  an  increase  of  48  over  the 
previous  year  (note  - the  figure  for  1959  given  in  the  last  Annual  Report  was 
erroneously  stated  to  be  53l  - it  should  have  read  458). 


IN  CONCLUSION  I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  and  thanks  to  members  c f 
the  Council,  the  Medical  Officer  and  other  Council  staff  for  their  support, 
co-operation  and  assistance  given  to  me  and  my  Department  during  the  year,  and 
particularly  my  personal  gratitude  to  the  3 members  of  my  staff  for  their 
assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Building  Surveyor. 


Depwade  Rural  District  Council 


ENG  I jjg  E R AND  SURVEYOR  1 S 

ANNUAL  REPORT 
F 0 E 1960. 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  for  the  year  onded 
31st  December,  I960. 

Once  again  the  work  of  the  department  was  seriously  hindered  by  the 
shortage  and  absence  of  staff.  The  whole  of  the  drawing  office  staff  is  new 

and  at  the  end  of  the  year  (i960),  only  three  members  remained  who  were  here  in 
1959.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  reviewed  the  establishment  of 
the  department  and  decided  to  increase  the  strength  of  the  clerical  side. 

This  was  very  necessary  as  the  clerical  work,  which  seems  to  increase  yearly, 
was  being  done  largely  by  technical  staff  - a very  undesirable  state  of  affairs. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  there  was  only  one  change  in  the  outside  staff 
and  that  was  the  filling  of  a vacancy  caused  by  a retirement  in  1959.  Appendix  1 
shows  the  changes. 

It  must  not  be  thought,  however,  that  the  department's  work  in  I960 
was  merely  keeping  pace  with  routine  and  maintenance  in  the  face  of  difficulties. 
Appendix  4 lists  capital  works  on  which  work  was  done  by  the  department.  It 

is  true  that  some  of  the  work  mentioned  had  been  started  before  I960,  some  of 
the  schemes  were  small,  some  were  abandoned  at  an  early  stage  and  some,  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  were  still  in  the  earliest  of  stages.  But  all  took  time. 

This  list  takes  no  account,  of  course,  of  routine  and  maintenance  work,  nor 
does  it  mention  the  8 final  accounts  for  capital  schemes  completed  before  I 
came  and  which  I have  had  to  settle  since. 

I feel,  then,  that  despite  difficulties,  the  achievements  have  been 
not  inconsiderable  and  have  been  worthwhile.  Without  the  help,  sympathetic 
support  and  co-operation  that  I have  had  in  such  full  measure  from  the  Council 
and  all  its  staff  and  for  which  I am  most  grateful,  the  achievements  would  have 
been  nothing  and  the  difficulties  insurmountable. 


H 0 U S I N G 


(a)  Capital  Works 

v, 

’(i)  It  was  not  possible,  because  of  the  shortages  mentioned  above, 
to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  the  twenty-two  bungalows  as  intended.  It 
must  be  said,  however,  that  even  had'  all  the  documents  and  drawings  been 
ready,  no  bungalows  could  have  been  built  before  mid-1961  because  of  the 
acute  shortage  of  bricks. 

The  improvement  of  pre-war  houses  did  not  proceed  at  the  pace  hoped 
for,  not  so  much  because  of  delays  in  the  office  but  because  of  the  apparent 
lack  of  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  builders  to  tender  for  that  sort  of  work. 
Indeed,  no  response  was  received  to  the  first  invitation  to  tender  for  the 
houses  at  Tibenham.  Work  at  Mill  Lane,  Forncett  St.  Peter  started  late  in 
the  year.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  preliminary  work  was  in  hand  on  the 
scheme  for  improving  the  pre-war  houses  at  Alburgh  so  that  full  use  of  the  new 
sewerage  system  can  be  made. 

(ii)  Four  garages  were  built  at  Harleston  and  enquiries  for  garages 
at  Dickleburgh  and  Ro-.  don  were  investigated  in  some  detail. 


(1) 


(b)  Maintenance 


My  earlier  comments  show  that  the  strength  of  the  Repairs 
Section  remained  virtually  the  same  as  previously  throughout  the  year. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  given  in  Appendix  2 that  there  has  been 
the  usual  increase  in  the  amount  of  work  to  be  done  and  that  the  output 
of  the  section  increased  also.  The  increase  in  the  strength  of  the' 
painting  gang  which  took  place  in  1959  began  to  show  its  effect  this  year, 
and  the  absence  of  severe  weather  was  a great  blessing. 

It -must  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  lew  number  of  houses 
painted  in  the  previous  year  was,  as  I explained  before,  partly  accounted 
for  by  the  type  of  the  houses  painted,  by  the  lower  strength  of  the  painting 
gang,  and  by  the  fact  that  the  gang  did  spend  some  time  on  work  other  than 
painting. 


My  comments  on  the  drainage  and  sewerage  of  housing  sites  are 
included  under  the  heading  "Sewerage" * 


W A T S R 


(a)  Capital  Works 

The  scheme  prepared  by  your  Consultants  to  pump  water  directly 
from  Rushall  Waterworks  to  Harleston  Tower  was  put  in  hand  early  in  the 
year.  Unfortunately,  although  the  rising  main  was  quite  quickly  laid, 
delays,  largely  in  the  provision  of  the  pumping  equipment,  prevented  the 
scheme  from  being  completed  in  I960.  While  the  alterations  to  the  existing 
"equipment  at  the  pumping  station  were  being  made,  each  of  the  tvo  bore  pumps, 
together  with  the  rising  mains,  were  withdrawn,  altered  and  overhauled.  The 
work  of  withdrawal  and  replacement  and  the  temporary  installation  of  a hired 
stand-by  pump  was  done  by  your  own  staff. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  list  in  Appendix  4 that  there  is  quite 
an  amount  of  activity  in  the  field  of  water  main  extensions.  By  far  the 
greater  part  of  the  mains  proposed  in  your  Comprehensive  Scheme  were  in  use 
by  the  beginning  of  I960  but,  rather  naturally,  the  people  who  live  in  areas 
away  from  the  water  mains  (as  it  were  in  the  holes  in  the  ccbweb)  anxiously 
ask  that  their  needs  for  piped  supplies  be  met.  The  extensions  that  they 
seek  are  fairly  short  and  of  small  diameter  but  since  the  number  of  consumers 
concerned  is  so  small  the  proposals  are  quite  uneconomic.  Many  such 
requests  have  been  investigated  and,  perhaps  more  times  than  not,  schemes 
have  been  prepared.  It  vri.ll  be  seen  from  Appendix  3 that  some  of  these 
schemes  have,  in  fact,  been  put  into  use.  Others  are  in  the  course  of 
construction  or  preparation.  In  one  or  two  cases  after  my  investigation 
and  report  the  schemes  have  been  referred  to  your  Consultants  because  they 
were  included  in  their  original  proposals. 

The  heavy  increase  in  water  consumption  in  1959  and  the  drought 
of  the  spring  of  I960,  have  very  clearly  demonstrated  the  tremendous 
increase  in  the  demand  for  water.  The  statistics  appearing  in  Appendix  3 
perhaps  do  not  underline  this  as  much  as  those  for  the  previous  year.  This 
is  because,  very  fortunately  from  some  points  of  view,  the  spring  drought 
was  cut  short  in  June  and,  as  many  know  to  their  cost,  it  seemed  to  rain 
continuously  for  the  next  six  months.  The  statistics,  then,  perhaps  appear 
less  black  than  the  situation  I painted.  However,  the  peak  demand  did 
show  that  if  the  trend  continues  our  resources  will  not  be  sufficient  and 
the  Council  did  decide  to  take  preliminary  steps  towards  the  construction 
of  a new  waterworks  - moot  probably  near  to  the  existing  one  at  Rushall . The 
Ministry  endorsed  this  decision  and  work  was  put  in  hand. 
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While  dealing  with  the  question  of  consumption,  I would  like 
once  again  to  stress  the  absolute  need  to  prevent  water  being  wasted. 

As  a water  undertaking,  you  must,  of  course,  meet  the  demand  for  water 
supply  but  this  could  be  very  much  more  easily  achieved  if  the  consumer 
appreciated  the  fact  that  the  water  resources  of  this  country,  like  all 
its  other  resources,  are  limited.  We  perhaps  do  not  notice  that  our 
habits  in  the  use  of  water  are  changing  quite  quickly.  For  instance, 
while  many  housewives  a few  years  ago  would  concentrate  their  washing 

into  one  day  per  week,  the  new  textiles  and  new  machines  enable  them.,.  

if  they  so  desire,  to  wash  every  day  of  the  week  and  many  of  them,  of 
course,  do  so.  Again,  with  the  drive  for  clean  milk  the  farmer,  to 
achieve  the  cleanliness  required,  finds  that  by  far  the  easiest  thing  is 
to  use  more  water,  often  through  a hose  - and  it  is  much  more  simple  to  rest 
a running  hose  on  'the  floor  for  a few  minutes  than  to  go  to  the  tap  and  to 
turn  it  off.  And  many  other  examples  could  be  cited. 

(b)  Maintenance 

The  statistics  in  Appendix  3 show  that  the  amount  of  maintenance 
work  in  this  field  is  increasing  just  as  much  as  it  is  elsewhere.  I think 
that  the  high  standard  of  maintenance  and  of  water  supply  in  general  has 
been  maintained  during  this  year  and  apart  from  the  emergencies  such  as 
mains  fractures,  my  greatest  anxiety  is  the  disposal  of  lime  sludge  from  the 
waterworks.  The  Council  did  buy,  in  1959,  a light  tractor-mounted  shovel 
partly  for  the  work  of  sludge  disposal  and  during  the  year  a concrete  road 
and  concrete  bottoms  were  put  to  the  sludge  drying  beds.  These  two  improvements 
have  undoubtedly  gone  a long  way  towards  solving  this  problem,  indeed,  without 
them  the  situation  would  have  been  completely  intolerable;  but  it  follows  that, 
as  the  output  of  water  increases,  the  output  of  sludge  increases.  To  add  to 
this  difficulty,  it  will  be  appreciated  that  the  latter  part  of  the  year  was 
not  particularly  good  for  drying  purposes.  Consequently  the  amount  of  wet 
sludge  in  the  beds  rose  to  very  high  quantities. 

Members  will  doubtless  remember  that  after  the  commissioning  of  the 
new  waterworks,  the  Council  decided  to  instal  a standby  diesel  generator  there. 
Apart  from  other  considerations,  it  was  found  that,  should  the  mains  electricity 
fail  for  more  than  half  an  hour,  a part  of  the  treatment  plant  went  out  of 
commission  and  took  quite  a considerable  time  to  get  going  again.  The 
diesel  generator  was  installed  to  offset  “this  and  apart  from  its  regular 
weekly  test  running,  it  automatically  comes  into  use  as  soon  as  the  power 
fails.  Members  will  appreciate  that  the  long  and  exposed  power  line  to  the 
station  is  very  sensitive  to  thunder-storms  and  it  may  be  of  interest  that 
on  one  occasion  the  generator  came  into  use  eight  times  in  one  night.  I 
should  therefore  like  to  stress  that  this  has  been  a really  worthwhile  investment. 


SEWERAGE  AND  S EWA  G E D I S P OS  A L 


(a)  Capital  Works 


Tenders  for  the  Alburgh  village  scheme  were  sought  during  the 
summer  and  work  started  during  the  autumn.  Unfortunately  the  wet  weather 
delayed  progress  and  the  scheme  was  not  completed  during  the  year  under 
review. 


The  Ministry  investigated  the  Earsham  village  scheme  during 
the  year  and  by  the  time  the  year  ended  contract  documents  were  ready. 

Some  preliminary  work  on  the  scheme  for  the  improvement  of 
Long  Stratton  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  and  the  village  scheme  to  serve  Fulham 
Market  and  Fulham  St,  Mary  was  carried  out. 
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During  the:  year  tenders  were  invited  for  the  extension  cf  the  sewer 
at  Mill  Lane,  Forncett  to  serve  the  pre-war  houses  there  and  also  for  a 
separate  sewage  disposal  scheme  to  serve  the  houses  near  the  school  at 
Tibenham,  These  works  were  to  be  done  with  the  improvements  to  the  pre-war 
houses  on  these  sites,  as  mentioned  above,  Work  v/as  started  at  Forncett  but, 
unfortunately,  due  to  the  lack  of  tenders,  not  at  Tibenham. 

Ob)  Maintenance 

As  I pointed  out  last  year,  the  amount  of  maintenance  work  to  be 
done  is,  in  my  opinion,  rather  high  for  the  number  of  men  available.  However, 
I feel  that  the:  works  were  well  maintained  throughout  I960.  At  the  same  time 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  with  the  completion  of  .the  village  schemes  at 
A1 burgh  and  Earsham  and  the  housing  site  scheme  at  Tibenham,  the  amount  of  work 
to  be  done  will  have  considerably  increased  again  and  I am  sure  that,  apart 
from  some  re-arrangements  in  the  manner  of  maintenance,  the  strength  will  also 
have  to  be  increased  if  the  standard  at  present  obtaining  is  to  be  maintained, 


I am,  Mr;  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 


May,  1961, 
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APPENDIX  1 


STAFF  CHANGES  IN  I960 


ARRIVALS  - OFFICERS 

1st  January 

J. 

M. 

Berrett 

Engineer  and  Surveyor 

1st  April 

J, 

S. 

Be tt ridge 

Deputy  Engineer  and  Surveyor 

8th  April 

A. 

R. 

Minns 

Engineering  Assistant 

14th  November 

K. 

A. 

Brooks 

Engineering  Assistant 

DEPARTURES  - OFFICERS 

3rd  January 

D. 

0. 

Chilver 

Engineer  and  Surveyor 

16th  October 

K. 

F. 

Stone 

Architectural  Assistant 

ARRIVALS  - WORKMEN 

______________ 

18th  January  R.  A.  Webb  Carpenter 


(5) 


APPENDIX  2 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  POKE  BY  HOUSING  REPAIRS  SECTION 


IN  1960 


No.  of  dwellings  under  repair  at  31st  December,'  I960 

1,484 

(1,489) 

Complaints  received 

3,149 

(2,589) 

Jobbing  Repairs  done 

3,050 

(2,759) 

Electrical  complaints  received  and  dealt  with 

157 

(194) 

Dwellings  painted  externally 

174 

(99) 

Dwellings  partially  redecorated  internally  on  changes 

cf  tenancy 

10 

(9) 

Inspections  on  changes  of  tenancy 

52 

(56) 

Vehicle  mileages  JXP  339  . . . 

13i559 

VNG  523 

11,164 

NNG  434 

12.794 

37.517 

(31,225) 

NOTE:  Figures  in  parentheses  are  those  for  1959- 
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APPENDIX  3 

WATER  S U P P T,  Y 

Average  daily  quantity  of  water  supplied,  in  thousands  of  gallons  per  day 


From  Rushall 
From  Diss 

Jan 

331 

90 

Feb 

343 

91 

Mar 

346 

92 

Apr 

347 

—S3 

May 

388 

115 

Jun* 

421 

118 

Jul 

373 

100 

Aug 

359 

100 

Sep 

349 

103 

Oct 

348 

93 

Nov 

340 

91 

Dec 

336 

°0 

Total 

421 

-ill 

438 

442 

503 

539 

473 

459 

452 

441 



431 

426 

(325)  (348)  (365)  (368)  (419)  (509)  (526)  (447)  (506)  (496)  (447)  (439) 


Quantity  Supplied  in  I960  from  Rushall 

131,963,000 

(120,990,000) 

from  Diss 

35.381.000 

(37,777.000) 

Total 

167,344,000 

(158,767,000) 

Increase  in  I960 

8,577,000 

(42,143,000) 

Estimated  Population  in  Area  of  Supply 

18,050 

(18,033) 

Estimated  Population  Supplied  in  I960 

15,600 

(15,318) 

Estimated  Percentage  of  Population  served 

B6A% 

(84 . T/o) 

Average  Daily  Consumption  per  person  ■ 

29.3  g.p 

.d,  (28,2  g.p 

Length  of  Main  in  service 

190  miles 

(185  miles, 

Total  storage 

580,000  gallons  (same) 

Consumers  peters 

1,036 

(995) 

Dwellings  Served 

Direct 

By  Stand-pipe 

5,586 

4,936 

650 

(5,516) 

(4,871) 

(645) 

Applications  for  Supplies 

95 

(114) 

Applications  for  Building  Water 

101 

(103) 

New  Tappings  made 

64 

(81) 

Mains  Fractures  repaired 

19 

(22) 

Service  pipes  repaired 

6 

(9) 

LOTh:  In  June  average  daily  consumption  reached  609,000  g 
This  was  offset  later  in  the  month  by  rain  lowering 
consumption. 

,p.d, 

the 

NOTE:  Figures  in  parentheses  are  those  for  1959. 
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WAT 

E R MAI 

NS  LAID 

IN  19  6 0 

Parish 

Size  of 

Main 

Length  of 
Main 
(Miles) 

Dwellings 

Supplied 

Meters 

Supplied 

Harleston  to  Rushall 
Rising  Main 

6" 

3.24 

4 

2 

Roydcn  (Fen  Street) 

3" 

.46 

• 14 

2 

Shelfanger 
(High  London  Lane) 

1-JL" - 

.63" 

4 

1 

Forncett 

(Gilderswood  Lane) 

i .Lit 

12 

.42 

3 

2 

Frit ton  Common 

1 j ii 
-M 

.38 

5 

2 

5.13 

30 

2 

- - - oooOooo  - - - 


v , • 

FINANCIAL  STATISTICS 
' (as  at  31st  March,  1961 

(i)  ' Total  Capital  Expenditure  £639,000 


(ii)  Estimated  Revenue  Expenditure 

(inclusive  of  running  costs, 
loan  charges,  etc.)  £46f900 


(iii)  Estimated  Revenue  £21,000 
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APPENDIX  4 


CAPITAL  SCHEMES  DEALT  WITH  DURING  I960 


(a)  HOUSING 

1. 

Porncett  Improvements 
and  Sewer  Connection 

Estimates  and  drawings  amended.  Documents 

prepared.  Work  started. 

2.  ‘ 

Tibenham  Improvements  and 
Sewerage . 

Estimates  and  drawings  .amended.  Documents 

prepared.  Tenders  sought. 

9. 

A1 burgh  House  Improvements 

Preliminary  design  work  started. 

4. 

22  Bungalows 

2 bungalow  type  plans  revised,  7 detailed 
site  plans  prepared.  Drafting  of  documents 
started. 

5. 

Harlestcn  - Pour  Garages 

Designed.  Documents  prepared.  Work 

started. 

6. 

Harleston  - Pour 

Prefabricated  Garages 

Documents  prepared.  Tenders  obtained, 

(Abandoned) . 

7. 

Dickleburgh  Garages 

Sites  investigated. 

8. 

Roydon  Garages 

Sites  investigated. 

9. 

Pulham  Market  - 22  Outbuilding 
Roofs , 

Work  supervised. 

10. 

Long  Stratton  - 34  Cutbuilding 
Roofs , 

Tenders  sought.  Work  supervised. 

(b)  WATER  SUPPLY 

11. 

Shelfanger  - High  London  Lane 
Extension 

Work  completed. 

12. 

Long  Stratton  - Rhees  Green 
Extension 

Drawings  made.  Alternative  estimates 

prepared,  (Abandoned). 

13. 

Wacton  - "Duke's  Head" 

Extension 

Drawings  made.  Alternative  estimates 

prepared. 

14. 

Rushall  Waterworks  - Lime 

Sludge  Beds 

Designed.  Documents  prepared.  Work 

completed. 

15. 

Forncett  - Gilderswood  Lane 
Extension. 

Documents  prepared.  Work  completed. 

16. 

Roydon  - Pen  Street  Extension. 

Documents  prepared.  Work  completed. 

17. 

Morningthorpe  - Fritton  Common 
Extension 

Drawings,  estimate  and  documents 
prepared.  Work  completed. 

18. 

Shelfanger  - Burston  Road 
Extension 

Drawings  and  documents  prepared, 

Work  started. 
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(b)  WATER  SUPPLY  (Continued) 


19, 

Gissing  - Malthouse  Farm 
Extension  - 

Drawings  and  estimates  prepared. 

20. 

Earsham  - Waveney  Farm 
Extension 

Drawings  and  estimates  prepared. 

21. 

Needham  - Skeetsmere 

Extension 

Drawings  and  estimates  prepared. 

22. 

Gissing  - Level  Crossing 
Extension  • 

Drawings  and  alternative  estimates 
prepared. 

23. 

Hempnall  - Road  Green 

Extension 

Drawings  and  estimates  prepared. 
(Abandoned) . 

24. 

Rushall  - Second  Waterworks 

Preliminary  work  started. 

25. 

Rushall-Harleston  Rising  Main 
and  Waterworks  Extension 

These  contracts  are  the  responsibility 
of  your  Consultants  but  most  of  the 

work  of  supervision  has  been  carried 
out  from  this  department  through  the 
Clerk  of  Works, 


(c)  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


26. 

A1 burgh 

Design  amended.  Documents  prepared. 

Work  started. 

27, 

Earsham 

Ministry  Investigation.  Design  amended 

Documents  prepared. 

28. 

Pul ham  Market  and 
St.  Mary 

Pul ham 

Preliminary  work  started 

29. 

Long  Stratton  (Ne^ 

r Works) 

Preliminary  work  ..started.. 
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